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Weekly Meetings 
Sunday 
10.30 Communion Service 

18.30         Gospel Service  

Monday 
19.00 Prayer Meeting 

             ( Last Monday of each month is a mission prayer meeting.) 

Wednesday 
19:30 Bible Study 

             ( Last Wednesday of every month is a Fellowship Meeting) 

Saturday 
18.30        Worship Practice 

Contact Details: 
Malcolm & Marion Macqueen    Tel:  01793 695048 

Malcolm:  07743 322781  /   Marion:  07800824314 
 

E-Mail:  e.macqueen1@ntlworld.com / gbenganoiks@hotmail.com 
Website: www.aogswindon.org.uk 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

CHURCH 
NEWSLETTER 

   
April 2010 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

ASSEMBLY OF GOD 

KINGðS CHRISTIAN CENTRE 

26a KING WILLIAM STREET 

OLD TOWN 

 SWINDON 

SN1 3LB 
 

íA Church - in the Heart of  Swindon  
                        with a Heart for  Swindonî 

mailto:e.macqueen1@ntlworld.com


2 

 

The Hippopotamus and the Tortoise 
   

" Much of life can never be explained but only witnessed" - Rachel Naomi Remen, MD  

    

A baby hippopotamus that survived the tsunami waves on the Kenyan coast has formed a 

strong bond with a giant male century-old tortoise in an animal facility in the port city of 

Mombassa , officials said. The hippopotamus, 

nicknamed Owen and weighing about 300 kilo-

grams (650 pounds), was swept down Sabaki 

River into the Indian Ocean , then forced back to 

shore when tsunami waves struck the Kenyan 

coast on December 26, before wildlife rangers 

rescued him.  

 

"It is incredible.. A-less-than-a-year-old hippo 

has adopted a male tortoise, about a century old, 

and the tortoise seems to be very happy with be-

ing a 'mother'," ecologist Paula Kahumbu, who is in charge of Lafarge Park , told AFP . 

 

"After it was swept away and lost its mother, the hippo was traumatized. It had to look for 

something to be a surrogate mother Fortunately, it 

landed on the tortoise and established a strong bond. 

They swim, eat and sleep together," the ecologist 

added.  

 

"The hippo follows the tortoise exactly the way it fol-

lowed its mother. If somebody approaches the tor-

toise, the hippo becomes aggressive, as if protecting 

its biological mother," Kahumbu added.  

 

"The hippo is a young baby, he was left at a very tender age and by nature, hippos are social 

animals that like to stay with their mothers for four years," he explained. "Life is not meas-

ured by the number of breaths we take, but by the 

moments that take our breath away."  

 

This is a real story that shows that our differences 

don't matter much when we need the comfort of 

another. We could all learn a lesson from these two 

creatures, "Look beyond the differences and find a 

way to walk the path together."  

 

"Those who bring sunshine into the lives of others, 

cannot keep it from themselves."  

  

 

Taken from internet  and sent in by Tracy Atkins 
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Further details of meetings will be announced during the month 
 

 

 

Chorus Leading in April 
                              
 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday in April  

      Saturday 3rd       Elroy Rodrigues 

                       Sunday 4th          Sakhile Phiri 

                       Monday 5th         Sheena Green 

                       Monday 19th       Jordan Pomagalski 

                       Sunday 25th        Quinton Shaw  

                       Tuesday 27th       Jeffrey Fernandes 

                       Wednesday 28th  Alain Tchoya  

                       Wednesday 28th  Alfie Clarke 

If you have any birthdays, anniversaries etc.  

to put into future newsletters, please contact Malcolm                                                                                                                                                   

Invited Ministry and Meetings in April 

Sunday 4th Morning / Evening Jorge / Steve C. 

Wednesday 7th No Meeting No Meeting 

Sunday 11th Morning / Evening Ben / Steve C. 

Wednesday 14th Fellowship Meeting Elroy 

Sunday 18th Morning / Evening IBTI / Phil 

Wednesday 21st Bible Study Vince 

Sunday 25th Morning / Evening Ben / Andrzej 

Wednesday 28th Bible Study Ben 

Sunday 2nd May Morning / Evening Jorge / Phil 

Wednesday 5th May Bible Study Vince 

Friday 9th 3.00pm Kingsmead Care Home 

Sunday 11th  10.30am Pastor Tom Price 

Sunday 11th 6.30pm Phil Webb 

Saturday 17th  2.00pm IBTI Street Evangelism 

Saturday 17th  7.00pm IBTI Youth Meeting 

Sunday 18th  10.30am IBTI Team Ministry 

Friday 23rd 3.00pm Kingsmead Care home 
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  ££The funeral took  place on Thursday 4th  

 
Junior Sunday School 

Sunday             4th          Daisy Rodrigues 

Sunday           11th         School Holidays 

Sunday           18th         Mirelle Pani 

Sunday           25th         Marion Macqueen  

Sunday  May  2nd         Sheena Green  

Senior Sunday School 

Sunday               4th       Marion Macqueen            

Sunday              11th       School Holidays 

Sunday              18th       Steve Green  

Sunday              25th       Alain Tchoyo 

Sunday     May  2nd        Ben Sonoiki  

 

Chinese Supper: Sunday 28th March. 

Just a word of thanks to everyone who helped to make our Chinese evening such a success. To 

those who helped set out the hall, prepare the food and clean up afterwards, bless you all. We 

were all greatly blessed by the testimony that Paul gave and his report of the mission work that 

he and Sarah are involved in, in China. An amount of £ 370.00 was collected and given to 

Paul. 

Off to India: Wednesday 7th April. 

Malcolm is away to attend the re opening of the Assembly of God Church in Mundgod, in the 

State of Karnataka, in India. As a fellowship here in Swindon we have contributed financially 

in assisting this re construction work to take place and it is a great joy to know that the build-

ing work is now completed by the grace of God. Malcolm will be returning on Friday 16th 

April. 

IBTI Team Visit: Weekend 17-18th April. 

Pastor Johnny Whyte and a team of students from the International Bible Training Institute at 

Burgess Hill in Sussex, will be with us over this weekend to conduct an evangelical street out-

reach on the Saturday afternoon. In the evening they are going to conduct a youth service in 

the hall. Encourage all young people to support this meeting and bring your friends. 

On Sunday morning they will lead the morning service. 

Going far away in April. 

Quinton & Gill are away on Monday 19th for a holiday to Mombassa in Kenya. Rosalind will 

also be going away to Australia on the 21st to visit her brother in Tazmania. Hope you all will 

have a wonderful time of relaxation and come back refreshed. 

Skittles Evening: Saturday 24th April.  
After the success of our last skittles evening, we are organizing another one to take place at  

Ashford Road Working Menôs Club at 7.00pm. Contact Linda for details. 

Sunday School in April 

Assembly Happenings 
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LAMININ 
 

A doctor-friend wrote:  A couple of days ago I was running (I use that term very loosely) on 

my treadmill, watching a DVD sermon by Louie Giglio...and I was BLOWN AWAY! I want 

to share what I learned....but I fear not being able to convey it as well as I want. I will share 

anyway. 

 

He (Louie) was talking about how inconceivably BIG our God is...how He spoke the uni-

verse into being...how He breathes stars out of His mouth that are huge raging balls of 

fire...etc. etc. Then He went on to speak of how this star-breathing, universe creating God 

ALSO knitted our human bodies together with amazing detail and wonder..  

 

At this point I am LOVING it (fascinating from a medical standpoint, you know.) ....and I 

was remembering how I was constantly amazed during medical school as I learned more 

and more about God's handiwork. I remember so many times thinking....'How can ANY-

ONE deny that a Creator did all of this???'  

 

Louie went on to talk about how we can trust that the God who created all this, also has the 

power to hold it all together when things seem to be falling apart...how our loving Creator is 

also our sustainer. And then I lost my breath. And it wasn't be-

cause I was running my treadmill, either!!! It was because he 

started talking about laminin.  

 

I knew about laminin. Here is how wikipedia describes them: 

'Laminins are a family of proteins that are an integral part of 

the structural scaffolding of basement membranes in almost 

every animal tissue.' You see....laminins are what hold us to-

gether....LITERALLY. They are cell adhesion molecules. They 

are what holds one cell of our bodies to the next cell.. Without 

them, we would literally fall apart. And I knew all this already.  

 

But what I didn't know is what laminin LOOKED LIKE..  But 

now I do. And I have thought about it a thousand times since 

(already)....  Here is what the structure of laminin looks 

like...AND THIS IS NOT a 'Christian portrayal' of it....if you 

look up laminin in any scientific/medical piece of literature, 

this is what you will see...  

 

Now tell me that our God is not the coolest!!! Amazing. The glue that holds us to-

gether...ALL of us....is in the shape of the cross. He is before all things, and in him all things 

HOLD TOGETHER. ' Colossians 1:15-17.  For by him all things were created; things in 

heaven and on earth , visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authori-

ties; all things were created by him and for him. 

  

He is before all things, and in him all things HOLD TOGETHER. '  Colossians 1:15-17.  

Call me crazy. I just think that is very, very, very cool. Thousands of years before the world 
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knew anything about laminin, Paul penned those words. And now we see that from a very 

LITERAL standpoint, we are held together...one cell to another....by the cross.  

  

You would never in a quadrillion years convince me that is anything other than the mark of 

a Creator who knew EXACTLY what laminin 'glue' would look like long before Adam even 

breathed his first breath!!  

 

" Faith is not knowing what the future holds, but knowing who holds the future."   I wanted 

you to know and  to understand that  YOU are being held together by the cross of Jesus 

Christ.  His love.  His forgiveness and His marvellous power..... 

  

 Look it up or Google it !! 

Taken from internet by Linda Shaikh 
 

      Speak the word, He's always right on time! 

Lazarus; John 11 

Through the raising of Lazarus, Jesus showed the disciples, and the world, that he had 

power over death. Many believed that Jesus was the Son of God and they put their faith in 

him after seeing this miracle.  

  

Nothing is impossible with God 
 * *  

Jesus waited to travel to Bethany because he knew already that Lazarus would be dead and 

that he would perform an amazing miracle there, for the glory of God. Many times we wait 

for the Lord in the midst of a terrible situation and wonder why he doesn't respond more 

quickly. He has an even greater plan! He is planning to do something powerful and wonder-

ful; he has a purpose that will bring even greater glory to God. * 

 * * 

Are you in a difficult trial?  

Do you feel like God is delaying much too long to answer your need?  

Do you trust God even in the delay? 

Remember the story of Lazarus. Your situation could not be any worse than his! 

Trust that God must have a purpose for your trial, and that he will bring glory to himself 

through it.  

* * 

God is never late.  He is never in a hurry.  
He hasnôt forgotten you. He knows your situation better than you do. 

And He will be glorified.  

* * 

God is setting you up for a greater blessing. 
His ways are higher than our ways and His thoughts higher than your 

thoughts.  

And He knows what is best for you. 

** 

Every blessing. 
God thinks you are wonderful, He is for you and not against you. 
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  Can You Follow Christðs Example  
     And Forgive Those Who Mistreat You 

 

Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do."  --Luke 23:34 

 

As we all know, words are powerfuléespecially dying words. And as we are in Easter pe-

riod, it's important that each of us remembers just exactly what Jesus had to say right before 

His earthly life ended. 

One of the last things Jesus said while hanging from the cross were words of forgiveness. 

Today I want to ask you, if Christ could pray a prayer of forgiveness for those who were 

putting Him to death, can you pray a prayer of forgiveness for those in your life who mis-

treat you? 

Despite what you may be going through today, can you look past your own "junk" and ex-

tend forgiveness to others? 

Jesus' dying words on the cross are a powerful example of how you and I ought to treat 

those who mistreat us. Are you willing to follow His perfect example in every area of your 

life today? Will you extend forgiveness to those who don't deserve it? 

I challenge you to pick up your cross todayé and live out the life of forgiveness Christ has 

given you!  

 
 

 
 
 
 

Letôs remember the Ultimate Sacrifice.  

The true meaning of Easter. 

Jesus Died And Rose again on the third day. 

It is because of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ that Christianity gets 

the better of every other religion.  

Without it our faith is hopelessly flawed. Everything of eternal value 

hinges on its truth. 

It brought us New Life, Living Hope. 

Thank You, Jesus. Thank You, Lord 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=lu+23:34&version=nkj
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Bishops call on Govt to stop UK Christian  
discrimination 

 

Christian beliefs on marriage, conscience and worship are being ignored by UK laws, a 

group of leading bishops has said. The ñapparent discriminationò against Christians is 

deeply concerning and the major political parties need to address the issue, seven bishops, 

including former Archbishop of Canterbury Lord Carey, have said. 

In a letter to The Sunday Telegraph the group of leading Church of England bishops also 

expressed concern at the numerous cases of Christians being pushed out of their jobs. 

Disrespect 

They drew particular attention to Shirley Chaplin, a Christian NHS nurse who was told she 

could not wear a cross on hospital wards. 

Mrs Chaplin is today taking Royal Devon and Exeter NHS Trust to an employment tribunal 

to contest the decision. 

The bishops wrote: ñThis is yet another case in which the religious rights of the Christian 

community are being treated with disrespect.ò 

Unacceptable 

They continued: ñWe are deeply concerned at the appar-

ent discrimination shown against Christians and we call 

on the Government to remedy this serious development. 

ñIn a number of cases, Christian beliefs on marriage, 

conscience and worship are simply not being upheld. 

ñThere have been numerous dismissals of practising 

Christians from employment for reasons that are unac-

ceptable in a civilised country. 

ñWe believe that the major parties need to address this issue in the coming general elec-

tion.ò 

Discrimination 

Recently a number of UK Christians have suffered for standing up for their faith. 

Christian registrar Lillian Ladele was disciplined by Islington Council because of her stance 

on same-sex civil partnerships. 

Caroline Petrie, a Christian nurse who offered to pray for a patient, was suspended without 

pay while managers investigated. She was subsequently re-instated. 

And mum Jennie Cain was disciplined for sending a prayer email. Lawyers representing 

Mrs Cain have lodged papers claiming that she has suffered religious discrimination, har-

assment and victimisation. 

 
The Christian Institute, 30 March 2010. www.christian.org.uk)  
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 Bible  vs Mobile phone 
                                    

Ever wonder what would happen if we treated our Bible like we treat                                  

our cell phone?  

 

What if we  
carried it around in our purses or pockets?  

 

What if we 
flipped through it several time a day?  

 

What if we 
turned back to go get it if we forgot it?  

                                   

What if we  
used it to receive messages from the text? 

                                

What if we 
treated it like we couldn't live without it?  

 

What if we  
gave it to kids as gifts?                         

 

What if we  
used it when we travelled?  

                                  

What if we  
used it in case of emergency?  

      

This is something to make you go....hmm...where is my Bible?  

 

Oh, and one more thing.  
                                   

Unlike our mobile phone, we don't have to worry about our Bible being disconnected 

                             

Makes you stop and think 'where are my priorities? And no dropped calls!  

 
 
 
Submitted by Malcolm Macqueen 
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    Church Smiles 

  

There was a very gracious lady who was mailing an old family Bible to her brother in an-

other part of the country. 

  

Is there anything breakable in here?" asked the postal clerk. 

  

"Only the Ten Commandments," answered the lady. 

  

                       *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *  

"Somebody has well said there are only two kinds of people in the world. There are those 

who wake up in the morning and say, "Good morning, Lord,"...  and there are those who 

wake up in the morning and say, "Good Lord, it's morning." 

  

                       *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 

 A minister parked his car in a no-parking zone in a large city because he was short of time 

and couldn't find a space with a meter. Then he put a note under the windshield wiper that 

read: "I have circled the block 10 times. If I don't park here, I'll miss my appointment. For-

give us our trespasses." 

  

When he returned, he found a citation from a police officer along with this note "I've circled 

this block for 10 years. If I don't give you a ticket, I'll lose my job. Lead us not into tempta-

tion." 

                        *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *  

There is the story of a pastor who got up one Sunday and announced to his congregation: "I 

have good news and bad news. The good news is, we have enough money to pay for our 

new building program. The bad news is, it's still out there in your pockets." 

  

                       *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *  

A minister waited in line to have his car filled with gas just before a long holiday weekend. 

The attendant worked quickly, but there were many cars ahead of him in front of the service 

station. Finally, the attendant motioned him toward a vacant pump. 

  

"Reverend," said the young man, "sorry about the delay. It seems as if everyone waits until 

the last minute to get ready for a long trip." 

  

The minister chuckled, "I know what you mean. It's the same in my business." 

  

                       *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 

  

People want the front of the bus, the back of the church, and the centre of attention. 

  

                       *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 

  

A father was approached by his small son who told him proudly, "I know what the Bible 

means!" 

7 

 

His father smiled and replied, "What do you mean, you 'know' what the Bible means?" 

The son replied, "I do know!" 

  

"Okay, said his father. "So, son, what does the Bible mean?" 

  

"That's easy, Daddy. It stands for 'Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth'." 

  

                       *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *  

Sunday after church, a Mom asked her very young daughter what the lesson was about. 

  

The daughter answered, "Don't be scared, you'll get your quilt." 

  

Needless to say, the Mom was perplexed. 

  

Later in the day, the pastor stopped by for tea and the Mom asked him what that morning's 

Sunday school lesson was about. 

  

He said "Be not afraid, thy comforter is coming." 

  

                       *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *  

 

The minister was preoccupied with thoughts of how he was going to, ask the congregation 

to come up with more money than they were expecting for repairs to the church building. 

  

Therefore, he was annoyed to find that the regular organist was sick 

and a substitute had been brought in at the last minute. The substitute 

wanted to know what to play. 

  

"Here's a copy of the service," he said impatiently. "But you'll have to 

think of something to play after I make the announcement about the 

finances." 

  

During the service, the minister paused and said, "Brothers and Sisters, we are in great diffi-

culty; the roof repairs cost twice as much as we expected, and we need $4,000 more. Any of 

you who can pledge $100 or more, please stand up." 

  

At that moment, the substitute organist played "O Canada." 

  

And that is how the substitute became the regular organist! 

  

                     Give me a sense of humour, Lord, 

                     Give me the grace to see a joke, 

                     To get some humour out of life, 

                     And pass it on to other folks. 

 

Submitted by Linda Shaikh 


