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Weekly Meetings  
Sunday 

10.30 Communion Service 

18.30       Gospel Service  

Monday 

19.00 Prayer Meeting 

             ( Last Monday of each month is a mission prayer meeting.) 

Wednesday 

19:30 Bible Study 

             ( Last Wednesday of every month is a Fellowship Meeting) 

Saturday 

19.00        Worship Practice 
 

Contact Details: 

Malcolm & Marion Macqueen    Tel:  01793 695048 

Malcolm:  07743 322781  /   Marion:  07800824314 
 

E-Mail:  e.macqueen1@ntlworld.com / gbenganoiks@yahoo.co.uk 
Website: www.aogswindon.org.uk 
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Report on Mission trip to Albania  
 

 

Thank you so much for all your prayers for Marie and I for Albania.  I am still reeling from 

it!  
  

It was a wonderful time, and the Lord undertook in so many ways.  I began flu after a few 

days of being in Albania, and by Friday 6th had to have the doctor and go on Anti biotics, 

which were double strength evidently. But I was able to keep going and in 3 days I was 

gaining strength quickly, and praise God, I only missed one appointment and gained a few 

more teachings including speaking at the Bible College twice - which was my dream. 

  

Marie's talks for the women's health were well accepted, 

she had many questions to answer and now some of the 

women are passing on the 'message' to others.  The Lord 

moved wonderfully for me too, in that I had prepared sev-

eral messages in the weeks prior to going, but when I got 

there I only used 3 of them, and the Holy Spirit gave me 

many other message, not planned, but were right for the 

occasion. 

  

We prayed for 5 women who accepted Jesus into their 

lives, and for others for various reasons - so the Lord was 

very active!  Please continue to pray for these ladies, as 

most have unbelieving husbands - or are single with 

needs.  The one thing that was very apparent was that 

they were hungry for God and open to hear.  

  

We were accepted with open arms, and everyone kept 

saying how blessed they were - it was a very humbling 

experience.  We went into many homes with Pastor 

Gezim and Ariana his wife, and we were invited for meals in many homes. 

  

In our days off Pastor Gezim took us out into the mountains etc - even got me in a cable 

car!  Albania is very beautiful in many places. 

  

To finish I want to say how much I admire Pastor Gezim and his wife Ariana.  They are an 

amazing couple with a wonderful passion for the Lord and for the people, and nothing is too 

much trouble for them.  They also are a very ordinary couple with a lovely sense of humour, 

and a love for one another and for their 2 children Jovi and Alta.  So please again when the 

Lord prompts do pray for them - they really do live by faith - pray that the Lord will bless 

them as in  Psa 132:15  "I will abundantly bless their provision"  (for Israel I know!!) 

  

God bless you all and thank you again for your faithfulness - it was certainly rewarded. 

  

Linda 
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   Happy Birthday in January 
       

                   

                          Wednesday 7th    Steve Green 

                          Tuesday 13th      Graham Lewis 

                          Friday 23rd         Bianca Pomagalski 

 

 If you have any birthdays, anniversaries etc.  

to put into future newsletters, please contact Malcolm                                                                                                                                                   

Sunday 3rd  Morning / Evening Ben / Phil 

Wednesday 6th  Bible Study Andrzej  

Sunday 10th  Morning / Evening Jorge / Steve C. 

Wednesday 13th  Bible Study Alaine 

Sunday 17th  Morning / Evening Jorge / Elroy 

Wednesday 20th  Bible Study Phil 

Sunday 24th  Morning / Evening Ben / Steve C. 

Wednesday  27th Fellowship Meeting Ben / Malcolm 

Sunday 31st Morning / Evening Ben /  Andrzej 

Wednesday  3rd Feb. Bible Study Alaine 

Sunday 7th Feb. Morning / Evening Jorge /  Steve C. 

Friday 8th  3.00pm Kingsmead Care Home 

   

Friday 22nd 3.00pm Kingsmead Care Home 

   

   

   

   

Invited Ministry and Meetings in January  
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Please check notice board for further details 
 

 

Chorus Leading in December  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday in December 

                       

                        Wednesday 10th    Maria de Souza 

                         Sunday      14th    Eddie Hickett 

                         Monday     15th    Gilbert Phiri 

                         Monday     22nd   Eleanor Pomagalski 

                        Tuesday     30th     Amber Pomagalski 

 
If you have any birthdays, anniversaries etc., 

Sunday 6th  Morning Meeting Johnny & Eliana Whyte 

Friday 18th  3.00pm Kingsmead Care Home 

Sunday 20th  6.30pm Christmas Carol Service 

Tuesday 22nd 6.00pm Christmas Carols 

Kingsmead Care Home 

Christmas Day  10.00am Christmas Morning 

Family service 

New Yearôs Eve 10.30pm Old Yearôs Eve Watch-

night  service 

Invited Ministry and Meetings in December  

Wednesday 2nd Bible Study Ben 

Sunday 6th  Morning / Evening Jorge / Steve C. 

Wednesday 9th Bible Study Andrzej  

Sunday 13th Bible Study Ben /  Elroy 

Wednesday 16th  AGM  AGM  

Sunday 20th Morning / Evening Jorge /  Carol Service 

Wednesday 23rd  Fellowship Meeting Alaine / Malcolm 

Friday 25th  Christmas Service Jorge 

Sunday 27th  Morning Meeting Ben 

Wednesday 30th  No Meeting No Meeting 
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The God Who Became a Man;  
The Early Years of Jesus Christ  

 

This time of year, when our thoughts turn toward the wondrous story of our Savior's 
birth, a lesser-known incident from Jesus' early childhood comes to mind-one I find 
especially poignant. 
 

Before Jesus had reached His second birthday, He had already become the target 
of an assassination plot by King Herod, the ruthless and paranoid ruler of Roman-
controlled Judea. Joseph and Mary, prompted by a dream from God, took the baby 
and fled the country. I imagine the sense of responsibility must have been heavy on 
their young and slender shoulders-they were the chosen caretakers of the very God 
of the universe, come in human flesh. 
 
I'm always struck by how ironic their flight to Egypt was-the humble infant King tak-
ing refuge in the very nation from whose hand He had powerfully delivered the chil-
dren of Israel so many generations earlier. While the record gives no clear indica-
tion one way or the other, I suspect the people of Egypt were never aware of Jesus' 
divine and royal identity-He certainly wasn't what they would have expected from a 
king. 
 

Egypt's history was one proud and glorious procession of 
kings spanning thirty dynasties and nearly 3,000 years. Egyp-
tian kings-the pharaohs-were powerful figures and rich be-
yond imagination. They wielded wealth like a weapon, built 
sprawling cities, commanded huge armies, lived in lavish 
homes, ate the best food, drank the best wine, wore the most 
extravagant jewelry, and spared no expense when it came to 
their standard of living. 
The pharaohs' standard of dying wasn't bad either. They obvi-
ously never heard the saying, "You can't take it with you." 
Concern for their lot in the afterlife was integral to Egyptian religion, and so their 
custom was to pack their burial chambers with supplies they would need as they 
travelled to their next life. King Tut's tomb proved they didn't travel lightly. 
 

But expecting to live forever wasn't a pharaoh's only outrageous aspiration. Re-
cords indicate Egyptian kings assumed, and were given, supernatural status. The 
pharaoh was thought to be responsible for bringing the floods that watered Egyp-
tian crops, and so he received credit for providing the nation's food. He was idol-
ized in statue, citizens bowed to his image, and in the ultimate act of pride, every 
reigning pharaoh claimed to be the manifestation of at least one god. Akhenaton, 
Egyptian history's infamous heretic, banished the national pantheon and pro-
claimed himself to be the living incarnation of the sun god Ra-he believed he was 
Ra in the flesh. 

http://www.crosswalk.com/who-is-jesus/Christ-birth/
http://www.crosswalk.com/who-is-jesus/Christ-birth/
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Many men throughout world history have wanted to become gods, but there has 
been only one God who wanted to become a Man. 
 
Consider for a moment what it meant for our Lord Jesus to come to earth as a man 
to secure the salvation of mankind. The King of heaven left His throne and took a 

stable for a nursery. The very Son of God was hunted by a tyrant king and became 
an infant exile in Egypt. The owner of heaven and earth was born into poverty and 
lived without earthly wealth and luxury. The source of all wisdom and knowledge 
was treated as the greatest of fools. 
 

Holy and without blemish, young Messiah was assaulted by every temptation Satan 
could thrust on Him, yet He resisted each one to its fullest force. The King of crea-
tion willingly subjected Himself to all of what it means to be human-pain, hunger, 
thirst, sorrow, physical exhaustion, the full range of human emotions-yet did so 
without sinning.  
 

In an unfathomable act of selfless, sacrificial love, God left heaven's glory to die in 
sinners' stead. He offered mercy to a people who deserved only His wrath. He 
stooped to accomplish that which we not only could not do, but also would not do. 
In love, the God of the universe stepped from eternity to intervene in human history 
and save those wholly unable to save themselves. 
 

In a word, the lesson we learn from Christmas is love. Christ's love-love that was 
manifest in His coming, in His life, and in His death-is a love that sacrificed. In the 
Advent of Jesus Christ, we see a love that sought, not its own needs, but the needs 
of others. We see a love that considered, not what it would lose, but what others 
would gain. We see a love that so emptied self that others would be filled; a love 
that so humbled self that others would be lifted up. 
 

The Christ of Christmas gave to the very end, ultimately forfeiting His own life, so 
that sinners would find salvation. That's what happened when God became a Man-
and that's what Christmas is all about. 
By John MacArthur (www.christianity.com) 

 
 
 
Isaiah 9:6 -7 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his 
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Fa-
ther, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no 
end. He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and uphold-
ing it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the 
LORD Almighty will accomplish this. 
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The re development project is due to be completed by January 2010 and this will mean that 

the believers will be able to worship in the new church which has got a capacity to hold 300 

people on the first floor. 

 

The ground floor consists of a spacious home for Pastor Samson and his family, a church of-

fice and a separate flat for visiting minis-

ters to stay in. Pastor Samson and his wife 

have faithfully ministered in this area for 

18 years with many  churches being estab-

lished in the surrounding villages.  

We praise God for their faithful witness 

and ministry and how the Lord has richly 

blessed the work, with many Hindu and 

Muslim people coming to Christ. 

There is also a flourishing work among the 

children in the area. 
 

 
 

                                                                                                                 Pastor Peter T. Samson and his family 

 

 

Missionary in Laos  
We have received disturbing news about Edward who is working in Laos. He is suffering from 

Reactive Arthritis and has spent the last two months in much agony. He writes that he goes to 

bed every evening with an inflamed spine which is causing him to suffer from insomnia as all 

his joints and tendons hurt him intensely. 

Edward writes, ñmy faith is everything to me, I realise that I could lose everything, yet gain 

everything; my faith is greater than ever, my joy more complete. I am positive but weary, joyful 

yet pain filled, prayerful yet clinging to the Father.ò 
 

Please remember Edward in your prayers that the Lord would mightily undertake for him. 
    

     

              December 2009                                        January 2010 

 

Sunday School takes place on Sunday mornings (during the time of ministry) 
 

Sunday  6th         Daisy Rodrigues                      January  3rd       No Sunday School 

Sunday 13th       Mirelle Pani                              January 10th       Marion Macqueen 

Sunday 20th       Play /  Prize Giving                  January 17th       Daisy Rodrigues 

Sunday 27th       No Sunday School                    January 24th       Mirelle Pani 

                                                                               January  31st       Marion Macqueen 

Sunday School in Dec. & Jan.  

http://www.crosswalk.com/who-is-jesus/god/
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Missions  
 

Immanuel Assembly of God Church : Mungod, Northern Kahnataka, India 

 

This is a recent photograph taken of the re development that is taking place of the church in 

Mundgod. We as a church have contributed toward the cost of rebuilding the church and 

Pastor Samson and the believers express their deep appreciation to everyone in our church 

for the financial help given. 

Here is an excerpt of a recent email from Pastor Samson. He writes: 
 

Dear Pastor Malcolm, 

Greetings to you & your family & all the Church members in the precious name of our Lord 

& Savior Jesus Christ!!! 

We Praise God for the vision that God has given to you to help the ministry in India. We Ex-

tend our heartful thanks to you for your love towards us and the ministry in our  area. Espe-

cialy for your valuable help for the construction of the church building. We kindly request to 

you as family you come again and visit our area and pray for us. 

5 

 

How do I know Godðs will? 
How do I make good decisions? What does God really want from me? Does God care 

about every little choice I make?  
The big question behind all of these questions, of course, is this: What's God's will for my 

life?  
We decided to explore the sometimes confusing issue of God's will with four spiritual leaders 

from Christian college campuses.  

 

Do my decisions really matter to God?   
God cares about what's going on in our hearts. In any decision we have the opportunity to 

choose who we will worship. Will we worship God or will we worship ourselves? God desires 

to be the highest priority in every part of our lives.  
In some areas of life it's clear that there are right decisions and wrong decisions ðlike the 

choice of whether to cheat on an exam. In other areas, we need to make choices between 

two good things ðlike making a decision between two great colleges. It's quite possible God 

would be present in and honoured by either decision. Other times the choice may have to do 

with a gray area ðsomething that's not necessarily right or wrong. These are opportunities 

to practice wisdom. For example, spending a lot of time talking on the phone or texting 
friends may be a good thing. But if there's never any time when we are just quiet and still, it 

can be harder for us to be aware of God's presence. Being wise might mean turning the 

phone off from time to time to quiet your heart so you can be more attentive to the pres-

ence of God in everyday life.  

Sometimes when we make decisions, it can seem like we're trying to work God into our life 

story. But really, we are part of God's story and God is delighted by our desire to live with 
that focus in mind.  

ðDr. Jamie Noling Associate Campus Pastor at Azusa Pacific University (California)  

How do I discover God's will?   
First, you have to make sure you're seeking to obey what God 

has already revealed in Scripture. This includes things like 

obeying your parents. That's a clear instruction from God. It 

doesn't really work to ignore God's revealed will but yet expect 
God to answer specific questions like where you should go to 

college.  

As you study God's Word and spend time in prayer, your rela-

tionship with God grows and you begin to understand God's 

character. You will then be in the right place to hear God's in-

struction for other areas of your life. In addition to Bible study and prayer, be willing to seek 

godly counsel from a mentor, pastor, or your parents.  
If we're serious about following God's will, we have to recognize that it's not about getting 

what we want, but doing what God asks. We must trust that he is faithful and good, and that 

his will is what's best for us.  

ðDr. Jeff Gangel Director of Spiritual Formation at Toccoa Falls College (Georgia)  

Will God ask me to do stuff I don't want to do?   
God may call us to do things that don't feel natural to us at first. But as we listen and re-

spond to the call of God, we get connected to our deeper desires. After all, the things God 
calls us to do are things that he created us to do.  

Many of us have habits that we find comfortable or that we enjoy. In the long run, though, 

those things may not meet our deeper spiritual needs. For example, we may have a habit of 

seeking acceptance by conforming, following the crowd. This is easy and can make us feel 

like we are accepted, but actually this habit can prevent us from being who we really are 

meant to be. It's scary to take the risk of letting your true self be known, but God calls us to 
do that.  

This process makes me think of a cross -country runner. Getting to the point where it's en-

joyable to run requires the runner to work and do things that may not be easy. But when  


