@ Fun & Fellowship 9
e Saturday 28th March 3.00pm-7.00pm -

Our Fun Event will be starting at 3.00pm, to give everyone the chance to
come along with the children too... As it's running 3.00pm-7.00pm, we
would like it to be a Bring & Share Fun Day ... so please bring along
something to eat .. whether its just nibbles, sausage rolls or a curry .. all
will be welcomed, and I'm sure - eaten !

We will have the Pool Table & Dart Board out, some games ... but the
whole reason we have these fun events is that our "church family" can mix
and socialize together and have
just sitting down with a cuppa and a natter ...... So, hope you can make and
the kids can come too due to it being a bit earlier...

We are going to be there from 3.00pm-700pm so even if you only want to
pop 1n for an hour - you've got 4 hours to choose which hour you want to
pop in. But obviously you're welcome for as long or as little as you wish ...

Any questions, just ask .. either in person, or you can email me on
Sheena@worldbelts.com

Weekly Meetings

Sunday
10.30 Communion Service
18.30 Gospel Service
Monday
19.00 Prayer Meeting
( Last Monday of each month is a mission prayer meeting.)
Wednesday
19:30 Bible Study
( Last Wednesday of every month is a Fellowship Meeting)
Saturday
18.30 Worship Practice

Contact Detalls:
Malcolm & Marion Macqueen Tel: 01793 695048
Malcolm: 07743 322781 / Marion: 07800824314

E-Mail: e.macqueenl@ntlworld.com

Website: www.aogswindon.org.uk
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The Greatest Social Need

It happens to be something that evangelicals
are specially gifted to meet.

The greatest social need in the world today is not HIV/AIDS outreach. It's not hunger. It's
not global warming. Not ending poverty or eliminating malaria or tuberculosis. Not clean
water. Not racial reconciliation. Not sexual trafficking. Not abortion. And it's not peace in
the Middle East, and not even world peace.

These are not unimportant social issues. They grab the heart of God. God's compassion has
always been focused on the poor and oppressed—something noted all through the Bible. So
it's no surprise that God instructs his people to "learn to do good; seek justice, correct op-
pression; bring justice to the fatherless, plead the widow's cause" (Is 1:17, ESV).

And they have grabbed the hearts of evangelicals in a fresh way. One telling example: A
decade ago, it was still rare to find an evangelical church with an HIV/AIDS ministry. To-
day, one can hardly find an evangelical church that doesn't have or support one.

HIV/AIDS ministry is one book in a library of social action we have written recently. And
it's been noticed. Just last February, we felt our chest swell with pride when New York
Times columnist Nicholas Kristof said:

Today, conservative Christian churches do superb work on poverty, AIDS, sex trafficking,
cli mate change, prison abuses, mal ari a,
cals are powerful internationalists and humanitarians.

Other examples abound in politics, foreign policy, and international justice. It's been quite a
ride on the racehorse of social action.

Despite the advances, none of this constitutes our movement's greatest contribution to the
world. None of these good works—nay, great works—deal with the most profound social
problem facing humankind.

Digging out the root
That social problem is alienation from God.

It is in fact the first social problem. After Adam and Eve eat of the tree in the midst of the
garden, the Lord God—with whom they have had warm fellowship—seeks them out. But
they hide in fear and shame. From this, the biblical story unfolds to reveal murder, lust,
greed, loneliness, pride, oppression, and a host of other evils that plague humankind.

The biblical picture is clear: The breakdown of society is rooted in the breakdown of our
relationship with our Creator. And the biblical response is equally clear: The way out of so-
cial chaos begins with people being restored to God. This won't solve all social problems
immediately. But transformed individuals go hand in hand with transforming social net-
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Friday 6th 3.00pm Kingsmead Home
Sunday 8th 10.30am Keith Hooper
Friday 20th 3.00pm Kingsmead Home
Sunday 22nd 10.30am Pastor Rob Baldwin

Further details of meetings will be announced during the month.

Chorus Leading in February

Sunday 1st Morning / Evening Ben / Steve C.
Wednesday 4th Bible Study Alfred
Sunday 8th Morning / Evening Ben / Vince
Wednesday 11th Bible Study Alain
Sunday 15th Morning / Evening Ben / Steve C.
Wednesday 18th Bible Study Steve C.
Sunday 22nd Morning / Evening Ben / Vince
Wednesday 25th Fellowship Meeting Ben / Malcolm
Sunday March 1st Morning / Evening Jorge / Steve C.
Wednesday March 4th Bible Study Alain

Happy Birthday in February

Wednesday 4th Ross Coelho
Thursday Sth Gladys Bower

Friday 13th Rozalind Doubleday
Wednesday 18th  Sandra Clarke
Friday 20th David Pomagalski

Tuesday 24th Steve Coelho

If you have any birthdays, anniversaries etc.

to put into future newsletters, please contact Malcolm
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Sunday School in Februa
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Sunday school takes place on Sunday mornings (during the time of ministry).

Sunday 1st Marion Macqueen
Sunday 8th MirelleTchoyo
Sunday 15th Daisy Rodrigues

Sunday 22nd
Sun. March 1st

Marion Macqueen
Daisy Rodrigues

Mﬁ%@%M%&%MMM&MMM&%M%%%M&%M&%&MMM&%&%&M&%@%

Assembly Happenings

Comings & Goings

Our brother Andrzej Spila went for a short visit to Poland on Wednesday 21st Jan. to visit
Gosha and the family. He brings back greetings from his family and his church in Poland to us.
We want to welcome back Daisy & Dasha who from Goa on Saturday 31st, Elroy met them at
Heathrow Airport. Hope that you had a wonderful time with the family in Goa, Daisy and that
Dasha will enjoy living in her new home!!!

Our sister Joanne Thomason-Hyde is returning from an extended visit to Bulgaria, where she
was involved in doing mission work. We look forward to hearing how the Lord used Joanne in
her time away.

Pastor Umera Anachebe returned to Nigeria on Friday 30th January, after being on holiday

here with Felecia, Chima & Amey. We wer

when he brought a challenging message about our focus in 2009, will it be on GOD or on
GOLD ? Every blessing to the Anachebe family !!

Jan, Rafal & Daniel Widomski have been away in Poland. Jan & Rafal were attending a
Christian camp and are returning on Tuesday 10th. Daniel will be returning a few days later.

Hope you all had a blessed time back hom

Away on holiday

Jorge & Maria are going away for a much needed holiday to Portugal in February. Hope that
you will have a rich time of rest and refreshment.

Visiting ministries

We look forward to our brother Keith Hooper from the AoG church in Wroughton being with
us on Sunday 8th Feb at our morning service.

Pastor Rob Baldwin from Bristol will be ministering at our morning service on Sunday 22nd
Feb. Please put these dates in your diary and make every effort to support these meetings and
hear what the Lord will say !!

News from Minnie John

We have spoken to Minnie in Belfast and she is gradually settling in to living and working in
her new environment. She is now attending an Elim Church in Belfast, which she is enjoying
and the people are a blessing to her. Praise the Lord.

Remembering to continue to pray for Jogesh & Edwin in their search for employment and
others who also are facing uncertainty in their work situation in these turbulent times.
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works.

Of course, this alienation is much more than a social problem. It is a fundamentally spiritual
problem that constitutes humanity's greatest crisis: billions of men and women who do not
know the love and grace of their Creator. Some live in societies characterized by fear of the
spiritual world. Others live in religious cultures where people are taught they must earn
their way through heaven's gates.

Many people live in ignorance of life's richest possibilities—that they can know a loving
God, and that his power can move within them. He calms fears, forgives guilt, and instills
an unearthly joy. He establishes the lonely in the family of faith and gives life to the dy-
ing—life of startling and enduring dimensions, not just for individuals but also in the com-
munity we call the kingdom.

We are right to give so much of our energy to relieving social ills, but we must never forget
that the greatest social ill has spiritual roots. John Green is the founder of Emmaus Minis-
tries in Chicago, an outreach to male prostitutes. His ministry offers food, shelter, counsel-
ing, and an array of social services to help men move out of that degrading lifestyle. Some
would think that 1s more than enough. But Green disagrees, saying, "We do violence to the
poor if we don't share the gospel with them."

Throughout history, many groups within the commonwealth of Christianity have special-
ized in mercy and justice, and they have done marvelous things. Evangelicals have done
their share as well. But the one thing evangelicals have done better (if not always perfectly!)
than most other Christian movements I
loves and forgives us and invites us into his family, into his work, and into life abundant,
now and forever. It is our unique charisma, our special gifting of God.

The mainline American churches up until the middle of the last century held in healthy mis-
sional balance social action and evangelism. But slowly the evangelistic mandate got
squeezed out. A myopic concern for the social undermined the church's spiritual mission.
This has led to spiritual decline, from shrinking membership to a loss of spiritual vitality to
faddish theology. It would be a shame if evangelicals did not learn from this sad history.

We are not calling for creation of more evangelistic institutions or more evangelistic tracts
and techniques—we have plenty of each, thank God. We are not threatened by our new-
found enthusiasm for social action, and in fact rejoice in it.

But we are urging that we not inadvertently "do violence to the poor." We must enter into
neighbor-loving outreach with a mindset that fully incorporates the greatest need we are
called to meet.

Christianity Today 2009.



Prospe rlty Gospel on Skld ROW Obama Will Try to Internationalize Jerusalem Sites

Likud party chairman and Knesset Opposition leader Binyamin Netanyahu warned at the

Difficulties of high-profile pastors may reorient movementd or reinforce it. Jerusalem Conference Wednesday that the Obama administration and leftist Israeli politi-

cians will try to internationalize holy sites in Jerusalem -- and he vowed to fight the move.
Some of the high-flying icons of the prosperity gospel—the belief that God rewards signs Netanyahu told the audience
of faith with wealth, health, and happiness—have run into financial turbulence. the importance of the Temple Mount to the Jewish People by re-

ferring to it as the _Holy
Not all of their troubles can be blamed on the nation's economic crisis, say critics of the Templ e Mount. Il The term —Ho
name-it-and-claim-it theology found in some charismatic churches. Temple Mount, the Mount of Olives, Mount Zion and a variety

of Christian holy sites which the administration of former U.S. A :
"I believe the charismatic movement, of which I am a part, is in the midst of a dramatic President Bill Clinton recommended be administered under a * “*IGE
oyerhaul," said J. Lee Grady, editor of Charisma magazine. "Gpd 1s shaking us." Grady pre- —speci al regime.ll Former pr 'C’m ,.,::..,N(;,;G.\-E
dicts the movement will look much.dlffer.ent in a few years as it refocuses on evapgehsm likely return to his old leadership role after the February 10 Is- vaRacaorARA
and overcoming what he calls the distraction of "materialism, flashy self-promotion, and : -
foolish carnality." But Scott Thumma, a Hartford Seminary sociologist who studies mega rael elections, repeatedly emphasized th
churchesisnotéocertain ’ |l em. —What would have happened had we no

’ ) central part of the capital after the Six-Day War , Netanyahu asked.

"Most clergy who preach a prosperity gospel would interpret for b een choke d - _M oreover, he Sal d, transfe
their congregation any conflict, scrutiny, or questioning as an attack lan A' u thority 1is ' hot an option. —Every on
of the Devil and proof that they are following God," he said. areas and divide Jerusalem. Someone willenter—and t hat someone wi l
Among recent developments: The Rise of Islam

Christian families are such a rarity in some inner-city communities that two Church of Eng-
A I'n Fort Worth, Texas, a re r land schools now cater exclusively for Muslim pupils, The Times has learnt. In many

neth Copeland Ministries' $3.6 million jet did not have tax-exempt
status. The ruling came after the ministry, whose 1,500-acre campus
includes a $6 million church-owned lakefront mansion, refused to

church primary schools in English cities, more than half of the pupils are Muslim. In at least
a dozen such schools, more than 80 per cent are from Islamic homes. Five church schools,
in Blackburn, Birmingham, Bradford, Oldham and London, have become 99 per cent Mus-

release the salaries of Copeland, his wife, and others. ) lim and in two — another school in Blackburn and one in Dewsbury — every pupil is Muslim.
A I'n suburban Atl anta, Georgia, a sherif The Church has defended its continuing educational role in such areas and is putting
Bishop Thomas Weeks III's Global Destiny Church. Court documents indicate the bishop, £750,000 towards the construction of a new primary school in Blackburn whose intake will
the ex-husband of televangelist Juanita Bynum, owed half a million dollars in back rent. be almost 100 per cent Muslim. The Times has been told that some parishes in the town —
The church has lost roughly half of its 3,400 members since Weeks and Bynum's 2007 fight where eight of the 24 church primary schools have a majority of Muslim pupils —have

iﬁ a hO'f? parking lot, in which Weeks was accused of pushing, choking, and beating his questioned the justification for the investment. A former school governor in Bradford has
then-wife.

warned that some Christians in her city have chosen to send their children to secular

schools, fearing they would be isolated at their local, Muslim-dominated church school. In
1998 the Gener al Synod resolved that <chu
Church®*s mission to the nationl. Three
thatihal | church schools must be ditwilthefoart i v
part mission of the Church was to proclaim the gospel, toi nour i sh Chri sti a
f ai t bboing-others into the faithl  a to ourture and maintain the dignity of hu-

man bei ngs t hThefisghiee asnms drewndt achgedable in a school where
every pupil i's Muslim, because —the beli
and —church schools . . . should not be
All items taken from: www.prophecynewswatch.com

A Il'n Tampa, Florida, Wiahot
which once attracted 23,000 worshipers—has shrunk drastically
after co-pastors Randy and Paula White announced in 2007 they
were divorcing. The church faces an uncertain future after the
Evangelical Christian Credit Union began foreclosure proceed-
ings November 4 and demanded repayment of a $12 million
loan on the church's property.

A I'n suburban Minneapolis
Christian Center pastor Mac Hammond won the first stage of a

4 13



World News

World Leaders Push For New Economic Order

German Chancellor Angela Merkel and French President Nicholas
Sarkozy have warned the US not to block attempts to build an interna-
tional financial regulator, calling for a new eco-
nomic body similar to the UN's Security Coun-
cil. "I've always in my political life been a supporter of a close alli-
ance with the United States but let's be clear: in the 21st century, a
single nation can no longer say what we must do or what we must
think," said Mr Sarkozy at an international symposium in Paris .
"We'll take our decisions on 2 April in London," he went on, referring
to an upcoming meeting of the G20. "Perhaps the United States will
join us in this change." Ms Merkel, also in attendance at the confer-
ence, echoed the French president's warning to Washington. "No
country can act alone in this day and age, not even the United States, however powerful
they may be," she said, Deutsche Welle reports. She said that hopes that out of the economic
crisis, governments can construct a new architecture for managing global capitalism. "Our
response to the economic crisis must be more than a few rules," she said. "The crisis is an
opportunity to create an international architecture of institutions." It is possible that along-
side the UN Security Council, we could also have an economic council," she said. "The cri-
sis is an opportunity to create an international architecture of institutions."

Preparing The Way For The Kings Of The East:
China Modernizing World's Biggest Army

The army parade to mark the 60th anniversary of modern
China‘'s founding this aut
country‘s newest weaponry
tary too. China‘s army i s S\
cruits drawn from the urban unemployed and the low-skilled |
peasant boys. Since | ast
Army (PLA) has been offering competitive grants to attract
graduates from colleges and vocational schools, aiming to
raise the army‘s profile
million-strong army is the biggest as far as numbers go. It is
followed by the United States with 1.38 million troops, India
with 1.3 million and Russia‘s 1.24 mi
has been steadily increasing spending on its military, citing its overall backwardness in
comparison to developed nations and a rise of internal and external security threats. In 2008
China‘'s official military budget was
ous year.
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court battle with the Internal Revenue Service to keep his salary private. Yet in 2008, he was
forced to put his private jet up for sale and cut Living Word's hour-long television show in
half to save money amid falling contributions.

Meanwhile, Copeland and the Whites are among six televangelists whose large organiza-
tions have been targeted in a Senate Finance Committee investigation into allegations of
questionable spending and lax financial accountability. All six preach some form of the
prosperity gospel.

Could followers of the prosperity gospel—encouraged by pastors to "sow a seed" of faith
by spending money, often in the form of a donation to the pastors' ministries—be turned off
by the recent turmoil?

Craig Blomberg, author of a 2001 study of prosperity theology, said he expects the move-
ment to "take a small hit among those who recognize that it can't deliver on what it prom-
ises."

But many followers could view the financial difficulties as consequences for sin and per-
sonal failings—from Weeks's assault conviction to the Whites' divorce—and determine to
try that much harder to please God and prosper themselves, he suggested.

"Some may well interpret this as judgment on the leaders who have abused their positions
or proved immoral in other respects," said Blomberg, a New Testament professor at Denver
Seminary. "And many may simply assume this is the time to call others and themselves to
an even truer faith so that the 'system will work' as it is supposed to in their minds."

In Grady's view, the notion that "God blesses us so we can be a blessing" is biblical. What is
needed, he believes, is a shift to a more selfless movement where people "realize that God
wants to bless us so that we can feed the poor, lift up the broken, and transform society.

"We need that kind of prosperity," he said, "and I think that is where things are going."

Christianity Today 2009.

FLORIDA COURT SETS ATHEIST HOLY DAY!

In Florida , an atheist created a case against the upcoming Easter and Passover holy days.
He hired an attorney to bring a discrimination case against Christians, Jews and observances
of their holy days. The argument was that it was unfair that atheists had no such recognized
days.

The case was brought before a judge. After listening to the passionate presentation by the
lawyer, the judge banged his gavel declaring, "Case dismissed!"

The lawyer immediately stood objecting to the ruling saying, "Your honor, how can you
possibly dismiss this case? The Christians have Christmas, Easter and others. The Jews
have Passover, Yom Kippur and Hanukkah, yet my client and all other atheists have no such
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holidays." The judge leaned forward in his chair saying, "But you do.
Your client, counsel, is woefully ignorant."

The lawyer said, "Your Honor, we are unaware of any special obser-

vance or holiday for atheists." The judge said, "The calendar says April L;;E"'
Ist is April Fools Day. Psalm 14:1 states, 'The fool says in his heart, o
there is no God." Thus, it is the opinion of this court, that if your cline t = g i

says there 1s no God, then he is a fool. Therefore, April 1st is his day.
Court is adjourned." You gotta love a Judge who knows his scripture!

Internet download

Refl ectil ons a:

Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, ac-
cording to the power that works in us, to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all
generations, for ever and ever . Amen.

In 2 Corinthians chapter 3 Paul says to the Corinthians '"You are an epistle of Christ....' The

letter is written on our hearts by the Holy Spirit and people are able to read it as a message
conveying God's love...a love letter. God is living in us Chris-

tians (mind-blowing though that is). He IS love; He loves, be-
cause HE IS LOVE. I believe in so far as we fail to accept His
love we hurt Him, just as any child hurts his or her parents by

rejecting their love.

AR R RLAGEER |

So I began thinking about my life as a love letter from God in ] ﬂ 1

relation to some of the amazing things He is patiently doing for E E F E H S E S
me.

We have to be honest, it is not always easy for people to read
about God's love in our lives, for a variety of reasons. Some-
times it seems as if the letter might be in a thick impenetrable
envelope.

My experience of God over the years is that however intracta-

ble our problems seem to be, however lousy a Christian we may feel we are (and only God
really knows us fully--far better than we know ourselves) there's nothing we can't talk to
Him about, like the child, who is assured of her parents' love, will look for their help. We
don't need to know what we need or want as an answer even, if we want God and His an-
swers to our problems.

Recently, through problems I've had at work, I've come to recognize that I act defensively in
many situations. When we acknowledge the truth about something ( it may be painful and
difficult) we are walking in the light (1John 1:7) and we get close to God, we repent and
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a. .. Run To Wi

Seasoned long-distance runners have learned to focus on endurance, not just speed. They
pace themselves so that as they approach the finish line they can pull out all the stops. Paul
says, ... m running hard for the finish |
to get caught. . .telling Q1T81e ... t

everyone

For spiritual long-d i st ance runner
option. Despite some delays and disappointments
along the way, they knc
sitting on the sidelines cheering for those who have
paid the price to run the race. So if you are that kind of
person, one who needs to attain the hope of your call-
ing and fulfill your God-ordained purpose, go for it !
And don‘t forget, Jesus
responsibilities..l Luk
you in terms of pressure, criticism, loneliness and sac-
rifice.

So, what's the secret t
_ .Jesus ... finished thi
sight of where he was

anything... He b r e wsendim2 the?
pain when you‘ve somet Ig
exposes us to opposition and criticism to strengthen
our character. That way when
Success comes only when you

greater Dbl e
re committed

So the question is: can you stand to be blessed? When the pressure is on will you say like
Nehemiah, —My work is too i mportant to s
get your eye on the goal, _run to win,

UCB The Word For Today March 8, 2007

Quotes on endurance:

Nothing great was ever done without much endurance. St Catherine of Siena
t h eYiddishdProverwi | | not
One can go a long way after one is tired. French Proverb

He t hat can'‘t endur e

= =_ =42 =

Even the woodpecker owes his success to the fact that he uses his head and keeps
pecking away until he finishes the job he starts. Coleman Cox

1 The will to persevere is often the difference between failure and success. David
Sarnoff
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Al t hough | didn‘t feel I mmedi ate reli
ning I was blessed with the preaching of the Word of God, then at the end, Pastor asked me
to close in prayer. As I prayed, I felt the Lord near and my pain went.

Praise His Holy Name. Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday, today and forever. Hebrews 13:8
Romans 8:35-39 tells us that nothing or anybody can separate us from the love of God

Testimony from Quinton

Hi everyone, just a short testimony of the goodness of our Lord. It all started back in Zim-
babwe. I was working on a sugar estate and because of the AIDS Epidemic in Zimbabwe we
all had to have a thorough physical examination including blood tests. During one of these
physical examinations the doctors found that I had a blood disorder. I would have to take
tablets which would control my blood count and I was told that this condition is a very rare
blood disorder which my doctor had never seen before, he told me that there is no cure but
they should be able to control it quite well.

I would have to have blood taken regularly to check the progress of this treatment. Every

month [ had blood taken and there was not much change each time. This disease has been
part of my life for seven years now at least, because I may have had it much longer but it

was undiagnosed.

If the disease is untreated this would result in heart attack or stroke because the blood just
gets thicker and clots begin to form. So [ was a 1 in 10,000,000 statistic.

I seemed to get better( so I thought!) and decided to cure myself by stopping taking the tab-

turn away from our own solutions to things and our malfunctioning defenses. As I write
and think about how God works with us, I so love Him.

When I was praying on the morning of Wednesday 19th.November, I was very aware of
seeing in my mind's eye/ in my spirit, ( however it is God speaks to us in pictures) a gar-
ment stretched out in front of me as if on an altar. It seemed to be made of thick linen or
thin canvas, and off-white in colour. Very uncomfortable to wear, I'd guess, and inclined to
restrict movement. | recognized it as my defensiveness, and that God had removed it. At
first it seemed like 'that was it'. Later I thought God was telling me 'this is what you've got
to do' i.e. get rid of your defensiveness, and I was worried I might not be able to. I've now
settled to the knowledge that God HAS done something and ALSO that there are many
places in my life where defensiveness is obliterating God's message and He and I will work
together on each area as necessary.

What a God. What a Father we have. It is difficult to convey all the faithfulness of God and
His walk with me through the years to people who haven't known me very long, but I des-
perately want to tell any one who's not sure that I know He hears our prayers, even those
uttered 50 years ago. He hears every sincere prayer. Never be afraid to ask Him for any-
thing. Hang in there however long it takes. He'll act however He chooses, out His great love
for us, and do 'more than we ask or think' (Ephesians 3:20).

Testimony from Rosalind Doubleday

Spirt of the Age

lets. My Specialist was horrified when he next saw my blood results. A new pri mary s¢c hool n Sheffield ha S b a
He then said to me that [ would never be cured and I would be taking these tablets for the has —nega tive conno tationsi. Watercliffe
Meanwhile , 13 secondary schools in Barnsley have alsobeenre-bo r anded as —ad

f my life. :
rest of my lite |l earning centresl.

But God had different plans. I went up for prayer after one of our services and Malcolm A primary school in Washington, Tyne and Wear banned three-legged and sack races from
prayed for me for God to heal me. The next blood result was even worse! its sports day on safety grounds. —We th

I went up again for prayer and I said to God I am serious about this I really want to be as there is less chance of them falling
healed.

Over the next six months my blood results started to improve. I was told to take less and
less tablets after each result. Before Christmas I was told by my specialist that the results his own van, because his council in Ceredigion said that it counted as his workplace.

are so good from the latest blood test that I should stop all medication. I have had another Gordon Williams, 58, left home to get tea bags for his wife when he was stopped by Ceredi-
blood test this year and I remain on no medication. gi on counci |l of ficials. —It was a very e

A self employed painter and decorator was issued with £30 on-the-spot fine for smoking in

Students at Anglia Ruskin University, Cambridge, were warned against throwing their mor-

tar boards into the air at their graduation ceremony last year, in case the falling hats landed

on someone‘s head. The traditional pract
I njuryl, said a statement on the univers
I's paramount . |

www. theweek.co.uk
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I wanted God to heal me instantly but He has healed me in his own time. So both Gill and I
give thanks to God for the goodness he has shown to us over this last year.

Your Brother in Christ Quinton
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Testimony from Sheena

Rebecca had problems with hearing and breathing, so the
doctors suggested a operation to have her Adenoids and
Tonsils out .. and have grommets put in. We all prayed
about it, as, even though she couldn't hear or breathe
properly, she was never in pain ... but yet here we were
thinking about putting under general anesthetic and
probably be in pain afterwards whilst healing ...

Initially we had a operation date for 7th November... we
were all ready for the Op, went up the hospital and were
all prepared but then the surgeon met with us, and no-
ticed Rebecca had a slight cold, she said it would be too
risky to have the operation with a cold as this can cause
infection which can lead to bleeding and with the ade-
noids, this can be fatal due to the difficulty of reaching
the adenoids .... So coming home, we were a bit fed up that all the plans for the op had to
be changed but thankful that she had picked up on this and saved Rebecca from any of
these risks.

So we got another date for 26th November .... so more time to worry but also to pray ....

The 26th November arrived, and I got really worried every time Rebecca "sniffed" think-
ing she may have a cold, maybe she shouldn't have the operation ....but we met with every-
one involved, and they all said she seemed fine and the op would go ahead. So Rebecca
had the Operation, and was SOOoo00 brave....

The 40mins we had to wait was hard but we prayed that all would be OK and she would
come through it OK When I went to see her when she was waking up, and she was in a bit
of pain but being really brave. She then sat up and started to eat and drink, and they were
all really impressed with her. We were allowed to go home later on that day, and she did so
well.

We were told that she was to be kept off of school for two weeks, and to be kept away from
anyone with coughs or colds in this time too.... in those two weeks, everyday Rebecca
asked "who is coming to visit me today", as we did tell all her friends that they were wel-
come to visit, as long as they didn't have a cold etc.... unfortunately only 3 of her friends
visited ....which isn't many in 2 weeks but bless her, she was really good about it .... and

didn't moan once about being stuck indoors everyday....

Thankfully Nanny and Taid visited near enough everyday, so they more than made up for
the lack of visitors - Thanks Mum & Dad x x x Initially Rebecca coped with the pain really
well, but then a few days after the operation she was in A LOT of pain .... but thankfully
after ringing the doctors they gave me some stronger painkillers.... which helped her
pain .... Then she did have a little set back as she got an infection in her ear, but this was
sorted out with drops and antibiotics .... but now the difference in Rebecca is wonderful !
Which we Praise the Lord for ...

She can breathe so much easier now .... before the Op we could stand outside her bedroom
door and hear her breathing ... now we have to walk into her room and sometimes actually
touch her to make sure she IS breathing ! We cannot believe how quiet her breathing is .....

Her hearing is better too ... she can hear so much better, and has since had her ears treated
and they are NORMAL ! Praise God ! So, even though we worried about the Operation, we
prayed about it, she got through it, and now is doing really well. And I think, even at
school, she seems to have improved, and her confidence seems to have improved... and she
stays at school without any tears or uncertainty now ...

So I want to give God all the Glory for helping Rebecca through this ... and helping us

through it too ... GOD LS
oO(g00D!

Testimony from Gladys

Praise God I have proved that God answers prayer. During De-

cember _08 and the beginning of January

with family problems, heating failure in the house three times, also pain in different areas of
my body. But throughout the Lord sustained me.

One time I had a shooting pain in my left thigh which went all the way down my left leg.
The doctor said I had pulled a muscle and she gave me some strong pain killers of which I
took four over three days. When the tablets worked I found it difficult to keep my eyes open
or to concentrate on what Alfred said to me.

A grateful thanks to all who prayed for me, because, Praise God, He took the pain away.
Next I had a pain in my left shoulder. After a couple of days it occurred to me that this was
the same pain I had in 1999 after a hernia operation. After weeks of physiotherapy, [ was
told my shoulder bones were worn out and I would never be able to lift my hands up. Praise
God the Lord healed me and I have continually been able to raise my arms and hands. So
realizing for this pain in my shoulder to come back, it must be the evil forces attacking me,
so | prayed asking the Lord God Almighty to deliver me from the evil forces attacking me,
and the pain went.

Since then I have had twinges of pain, so Sunday morning 11.01.09, I went out for prayer.



