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I'M SORRY, WE ONLY ACCEPT VISA,
MASTERCARD, AND AMERICAN EXPRESS

Weekly Meetings

Sunday
10.30 Communion Service
18.30 Gospel Service
Monday
19.00 Prayer Meeting
( Last Monday of each month is a mission prayer meeting.)
Wednesday
19:30 Bible Study
( Last Wednesday of every month is a Fellowship Meeting)
Saturday
18.30 Worship Practice

Contact Details:
Malcolm & Marion Macqueen Tel: 01793 695048
Malcolm: 07743 322781 / Marion: 07800824314

E-Mail: e.macqueenl @ntlworld.com / gbenganoiks@yahoo.co.uk
Website: www.aogswindon.org.uk

| 1-06-2009
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The Miser

By Barbara Watson

Let me tell you a tale,
Tho’ I doubt not it is true;
Of a man who was mean,
Till his friends prayed him through.

Of riches and gold he had quite a store,

Though for needs of the church he cared not a straw,
The windows were broken, and also the door had a lock,

It would not fasten, however one tried,

But pay for the mending—He’d sooner have died;

One day the pastor said, “Brethren lets pray
For the needs of the Church,
Do not delay lets ask God to meet us,
Especially just now, He surely will answer,

Tho’ we cannot tell how,” soon all the brethren

Were down on their knees
Besieging Heaven’s portals
With their persistent pleas;

And also among them our friend took his part,
With more in his pocket than he had in his heart,
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As he prayed, from the ceiling some plaster fell down,
And struck the old miser full on the crown,

It caused him to shout, I’ll give £ 500

And his neighbour beside, Who’d seen what had happened,
Straightaway cried, “Hit him again Lord.”

And yet as they prayed,
Their prayers, had been answered,
The debt had been paid;

So dear friends, if you’ve riches to spare,
Don’t wait for the plaster, but offer your share,
Consider the planning of God’s loving mind,
And instead of a miser, you’ll surely be kind.

Submitted by Alfred Bower

year they make an appeal for money to buy rice for the festive celebration, so pray that
many will think of their need for rice as they prepare for the Christmas festivities.

| will be sending them what | would have paid out for Christmas cards and will only ver-
bally wish folk Christmas greetings. If you feel that this is something you would also like to
do, Il wi || happily send your gift along
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Further details of meetings will be announced during the month

to put into future newsletters, please contact Malcolm

Chorus Leading in November

Sunday 1st Morning / Evening Jorge / Steve C.
Wednesday 4th Bible Study Ben
Sunday 8th Morning / Evening Jorge / Steve C.
Wednesday 11th Bible Study Phil
Sunday 15th Morning / Evening Jorge / Elroy
Wednesday 18th Bible Study Alaine
Sunday 22nd Morning / Evening Ben / Steve C.
Wednesday 25th Fellowship Meeting Ben / Malcolm
Sunday 29th Morning / Evening Ben / Phil
Wednesday 2nd Dec. Bible Study Alaine
Sunday 6th Dec. Morning / Evening Jorge / Steve C.

Happy Birthday in November

Wednesday 18th

If you have any birthdays, anniversaries etc.

Jorge Coelho

11

NE

=
|




[ )
Slmdag School in November
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Sunday school takes place on Sunday mornings (during the time of ministry).

Sunday 1st No Sunday School
Sunday 8th Marion Macqueen
Sunday 15th Daisy Rodrigues
Sunday 22nd Mirelle Tchoyo

Sunday 29th

Sunday Dec.6th Daisy Rodrigues
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... Assembly Happenings -

Thanks to all
Neil and Emily Macqueen would like to thank everybody in the church for the wedding card
and generous cash gift that they received. They are away in South Africa on honeymoon and
hope to visit the church one Sunday morning after they return to personally say thank you to
everyone.

Mission to Albania

Our sister Linda Shaikh and Marie Tao left on Thursday 29th Oct on a three week mission trip
to Albania. They are returning on Thursday 19th November. During their stay, Linda will be
ministering to groups of ladies, while Marie will be sharing her testimony and giving talks on
personal hygiene to the ladies. Marion has been in contact with Linda via texts and Linda has-
n’t been too well. Please pray for them both every day, that the Lord will protect and keep
them and use them for His purpose while in Albania.

Norman Mayes: Saturday 14th Nov.

Norman Mayes, an itinerant evangelist, will be ministering at the church on the evening of Sat-
urday 14th November at the invitation of Vince & Eleanor Pomagalski. Please check the
church notice board for further details of the meeting.

Returning to Nigeria

Our sister Florence, Ben’s mother, will be returning to Nigeria on Saturday 14th November
having been here to help Ben and Bisola before and after the birth of baby Samuel as well as
care for Dayo. We have been so blessed to have Florence fellowship with us during this time
and wish her every blessing as she goes home to Nigeria.

The Whytebés Visit on December 5th

Johnny & Eliana Whyte, are a missionary couple who will be visiting our church on Sunday
Dec. 5th. and will be sharing about their work and how the Lord has guided them over their
many years of ministry. We do want to have a bring & share lunch after the morning service
which will also give us an opportunity to have fellowship with Johnny & Eliana. Do put this
date in your diary and come along to this special mission service.

Maranatha Pentecostal Mission: sierra Leone: Rice Appeal

Our sister Hilda Bushnell has been in contact with this mission and would like to bring the fol-
lowing details to our attention.

Marion Macqueen

ARChristmas in Sierra Leone doesnot me an
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Jerusalem United!
by Malcolm Hedding (News from ICEJ UK)

Benjamin Disraeli, the prime minister of the United Kingdom at the turn of the 20th cen-
tury, had a special way to take on his detractors who heckled him as a Jew when he rose to
speak in parliament. "My people were kings in Jerusalem while you were still scratching
around in the fields for mushrooms," he would say.

The point is, Jerusalem was the Royal House of Israel long before London or Paris had re-
gal palaces, and Berlin or New York even existed. Yet it is these capitals in their arrogance
that seek, almost daily, to disinvest the Jewish people from their ancient, biblical claim and
connection to Jerusalem. In contrast, when the Ottoman Turks conquered the region and
reigned over it for 400 years, they never treated the city as anything more than a backwater
provincial town. It was no one else's capital and remained neglected and broken down. Even
the Islamic legend that Muhammad ascended into heaven from here is doubtful and dis-
puted by Islamic theologians!

Yet the great Israelite kings David and Solomon wrote magnificent eulogies to the city three
thousand years ago and these can all be read in the poetry section of the Bible. The great
Hebrew prophets did the same as they called her Jewish inhabitants to account. The Apostle
Paul always returned to Zion to worship and had a great longing to be in Jerusalem for the
Biblical feasts. Jerusalem has always had a Jewish presence, and a Jewish majority once
more ever since the mid-1800s.

How strange it is then that the world believes that the ancient biblical city should not be
Jewish. What nonsense is this? The Jews have more claim to Jerusalem than the French
have to Paris or the Germans to Berlin or the British to London. It is absurd to think other-
wise and yet this is the nature of the global political consensus today. It is nothing short of
shameful.

At our annual Feast of Tabernacles celebration this week, the International Christian Em-
bassy Jerusalem is marking 30 years of unequivocally standing with and advocating for a
united Jerusalem under Israeli sovereignty. Jerusalem is the capital of the Jewish people and
those who contest this statement have to either rewrite or totally ignore history. Yet sadly,
this they happily do.

The sweet Psalmist of Israel, King David, looked over the walls and ramparts of Jerusalem
and wrote, "Pray for the peace of Jerusalem, they shall prosper who love her." His great
prayer was for peace and joy to rain down upon the city as the Jewish worshippers gathered
to celebrate their prescribed festivals, and as the nations also came to this "house of prayer
for all peoples."

This is our prayer as well. And as the only Embassy in Jerusalem, representing millions of
like-minded Christians around the globe, we gladly take ownership of it. "Jerusalem
United" is our heart cry and our rallying cry this Sukkot!

Submitted by Jorge Coelho



“BUYcott" ISRAELI GOODS AT WAITROSE
AND MORRISONS! 7th - 14th November (announcement

from the Fair Play Campaign Group and the Board of Deputies of British Jews from “ICEJ
UKO 4t h November:

For a week from the 7th of November, the Palestinian Solidarity Campaign (PSC) is
targeting Waitrose and Morrisons as part of their supermarket boycott campaign.

They are asking their supporters to send emails and letters to Waitrose and Morrisons, to
hold demonstrations outside local stores, and they plan to inundate their Head Offices with
phone calls.

The PSC's goal is for these supermarkets to boycott Israeli goods. They are focusing on
goods from Israeli settlements in the West Bank and Golan Heights, but are also campaign-
ing for a total boycott of Israel.

Boycotts are not an effective way of moving forward or achieving peace. They target all Is-
raelis (Jews and Arabs), but impact on the Palestinian economy as well as Israel's, because
the two markets and societies are so deeply entwined.

In response to this, we are calling for a "BUY cott" of Israeli goods in these shops.

Starting from Saturday night on the 7th of November, we call on all friends of Israel

to: Go to Waitrose or Morrisons that week and buy goods from Israel

Look out especially for fresh fruit and vegetables and for Israeli wine. If you

need help finding them, ask the supermarket staff and explain why you are buying

Israeli goods.

Write to your local store manager:

Thank them for stocking Israeli goods and explain that boycotts have no positive
outcomes and impact adversely on all of the inhabitants of the region. You might
suggest additional products for them to stock.

Write a letter or email to the Head Offices of these supermarkets:

Explain that boycotting Israeli goods will do NOTHING to further the peace process
and will damage the livelihoods of local farmers and workers.

MORRISONS

Customer Service Department

Wm Morrison Supermarkets PLC

Hilmore House Doncastle Road

Gain Lane, Bradford

BD3 7DL

WAITROSE

Waitrose Customer Service Department
Waitrose Limited

Doncastle Road

Bracknell, Berkshire

Submitted by Jorge Coelho

Is The Way Too Narrow?

"I have a hard time believing Jesus is the only way of salvation."

Q. I have a hard time believing Jesus is the only way of salvation. So many people have
never heard about Jesus. It's either unfair of God to make such a requirement, or
there must be other ways of salvation. Can you help me understand?

A. Can people who've never heard of Jesus go to heaven? It's a question Christians have al-
ways struggled with for centuries. The strict answer is, "Nope. They're lost." The lenient an-
swer is, "God's love is unconditional, his grace is irresistible, and everyone will be saved
eventually." But neither of those answers seems fully based on God's character as revealed
in the Bible. So, I don't have a simple answer. But I do know three truths the answer de-
pends on:

1) God 1s good. He is both loving and just, and therefore, he is going to do whatever is
right. He will not unjustly condemn anyone, nor will he allow sin into heaven. (If he did,
heaven would be corrupted and no better than earth.) Only people willing to be regenerated,
to be made new and spotless and to serve God forever, can enter heaven. We can't know, as
humans, how God will judge a particular individual who never had the chance on earth to
understand that only Jesus can take away sin. But God knows everyone's heart. We can be
sure that God's judgments are completely pure and righteous.

2) Death is not the end of the story. The Bible says, "man is destined to die once, and after
that to face judgment" (Hebrews 9:27, NIV). This means death is not the end of the story for
anyone. Judgment comes afterward. (How much later, we don't know.) The Bible offers
hints that people do have a conscious existence after death and before their final judgment
at the "great white throne" (Revelation 20:11). For instance, Samuel, after his death, is con-
jured up by Saul and the witch of Endor (1 Samuel 28). Elijah and Moses reappear, centu-
ries after their deaths, on the Mount of Transfiguration (Matthew 17). And Jesus told a story
of a rich man who, after death, asks for mercy (and water!) from a former beggar who was
now in paradise (Luke 16).

3) Salvation is available only through Jesus. He said, "I am the way and the truth and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through me" (John 14:6, NIV). The fate of anyone
rests on Jesus' work of atonement, forgiveness and regeneration. He's the only one who can
take sin away. Anyone who rejects that is risking everything.

But could some people be saved by Jesus' work, even though they never knew his name
during their lifetime? Or if their knowledge of him was skewed or limited? We just don't
know. I had a daughter who was severely and profoundly retarded. She never spoke a word
or was able to respond to her environment. In her two years of life, she was unable to
"accept Jesus," at least that anyone could tell, but I'm confident that I will see her again in
heaven. On what basis? On the basis of God's mercy and Christ's sacrifice for the sins of all
mankind.

Might that same extended grace apply to someone raised in Mongolia or India who also
never had clear and compelling exposure to the gospel? We just don't know. We can't be
sure how God will judge humankind. But I do know that God can be trusted to do what's
right. Marshall, a former pastor, is editor of Leadership, a magazine for pastors.( Christianity Today—
www.christianitytoday.com)
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The first film sparked considerable controversy and after low box office ratings, plans for a
sequel were dropped.

The Archbishop of Canterbury has said Philip Pullman’s books are among his favourites.

Dr Rowan Williams, said he liked Mr Pullman’s work because he took the church

“seriously” at a time when it appeared to be “drifting out” of mainstream intellectual debate.

The Association of Christian Teachers’ Chief Executive, Rupert Kaye said of the trilogy:
“My key concern is that many young people (and adults) who read Philip Pullman’s trilogy
will be left with an extremely distorted understanding of what Christians actually believe
and what the Bible really says about the person of God.”

Tony Watkins, an evangelical media commentator said: “The trouble is, he blurs the line be-
tween fantasy and reality by giving interviews and talking about the Republic of Heaven in
the world.

“And because he’s got all of this anti-God rhetoric in the real world that is even stronger
than what’s in the book, I think he can’t get away with saying, ‘It’s just a story and you can
read into it whatever you like.” Because he does understand what he’s saying.”

Columnist Melanie McDonagh warned about His Dark Materials, a trilogy written by Pull-
man, saying it was “actually setting up a parody of Christianity as a thing itself.

“Now, that’s fair enough as Mr Philip Pullman’s own belief but I think it is something that
readers should be alerted to because it is a proselytising agenda,” she added.

The Christian Institute, 06 November 09. www.christian.org.uk)

Bible Verses: Strength and Courage

Psalms 119:28
28 My soul is weary with sorrow: strengthen me according to your word.

Isaiah 40:29
29 He gives power to the weak. He increases the strength of him who has no might.

Isaiah 40:31
31 But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like
eagles: they will run and not grow weary, they will walk, and not faint.

Isaiah 41:10

10 Don’t you be afraid, for [ am with you. Don’t be dismayed, for I am your God. I will
strengthen you. Yes, I will help you. Yes, I will uphold you with the right hand of my right-
eousness.

Ephesians 6:10
10 Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of his might.

Philippians 4:13
13 I can do all things through Christ, who strengthens me.

Ladele appeal judgment expected by
Christmas

A Court of Appeal ruling is expected before Christmas in the case of Lillian Ladele — the
Christian registrar disciplined for her views on same sex civil partnerships.

The appeal was heard on Monday and Tuesday by the Master of the Rolls, Lord Neuberger,
and two other Lord Justices of Appeal.

It is believed to be the first case involving a clash between religious rights and sexual orien-
tation rights to have been considered at this level in England and Wales.

Lawyers acting for Miss Ladele say she was shunned by colleagues at Islington Council
who mounted a witch hunt against her because of her Christian beliefs.

An employment tribunal accepted Miss Ladele’s claims of discrimination and harassment,
but that was overturned by the Employment Appeal Tribunal (EAT) in December last year.

The EAT did accept that Islington had acted in an improper, unreasonable and extraordlnary
manner but ruled it did not amount to religious discrimination. e :

The Christian Institute’s Mike Judge said: “Islington Council ac- e
cepts it was able to provide civil partnerships registrations without F
forcing Lillian to take part.

“They could therefore have reasonably accommodated Miss
Ladele’s genuinely held religious belief without affecting service
delivery.

“That would have been a balanced approach which respected both sides of the debate. In-
stead they chose to make gay rights more important than religious rights.

“If this decision is allowed to stand it will help squeeze out Christians from the public
sphere because of their religious beliefs on ethical issues.”

Reacting to last year’s ruling, Miss Ladele’s solicitor Mark Jones said in December: “The
evidence showed that Lillian performed all of her duties to the same high standard for the
LGBT community as she did for everyone.

“This case has been about the shortfall between the principle of equal dignity and respect
for different lifestyles and world views, and Islington Council’s treatment of Lillian Ladele
— conduct which the tribunal felt moved to describe as extraordinary and unreasonable.

“The case has also been about the reason why Islington Council decided to designate Lillian
Ladele a civil partnership registrar, without informing her, when she had asked not to be
made one; when the council expressly knew it would conflict with her religious belief (a re-
ligious belief it accepted was worthy of respect); and when the evidence showed that her
involvement was not even required to help the council provide its civil partnership service.

“The council has since then pursued Lillian Ladele in disciplinary proceedings which it has
made clear may ultimately lead to her dismissal.”(The Christian Institute, 06 November 09.
www.christian.org.uk)



Government home ed plans 'deeply
sinister’'

The Government is taking its powers “a step too far” if officials are allowed to question
children without their parents present, warns a Daily Telegraph columnist.

Philip Johnston, writing about new proposals for controlling home-schooling families, said
parents should oppose the “pied pipers of Whitehall”.

Under the new proposals, Government officials will have the power to visit home-schooling
families to ensure children are being provided with what the Government defines as a
“suitable” and “efficient” education.

All families who home educate will also have to register their children.

Mr Johnston said: “For the first time, local councils will have the power to enter family
homes and question young children without the presence of their parents — something even
the police are not allowed to do unless the parent is the suspect”.

The writer also said the “idea that a compulsory registration scheme and all the other busy-
body paraphernalia that has caused such damage elsewhere in the public sector should now
be visited upon people in their own homes is a step too far”.

He continued: “The pied pipers of Whitehall are after our children
and must be resisted.”
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Mr Johnston said the Badman Report “concluded that since parents are clearly not to be
trusted with the education of their children, they will have to register with the local author-
ity, be subjected to inspection visits by Ofsted and submit a statement of how they intend to
educate their child.”

Mr Johnston criticised Ed Balls, the Children’s Secretary, and
claimed the public consultation, which closed on Monday, was “in
name only”, “because the Government has already decided what it
wants to do”.

The home education review prompted anger from home-schooling groups as the Govern-
ment suggested home education might be used to cover up child abuse.

Mr Johnston wrote: “There is no evidence that children educated at home are more likely to
be assaulted or left feeling isolated or lacking in confidence; quite the opposite, in many
cases.”

The Telegraph writer pointed out that: “many of these parents have taken their children out
of school to escape the damaging impact of precisely this sort of bureaucratic meddling,
which has destroyed their faith in the ability of the state system to deliver a high-quality
education”.

Mr Johnston asserted that “many home-educated children do go to a conventional school at
some point”, but added “the point is that it should be for families to decide, not some local
authority bureaucrat”.

Earlier this week a BBC radio host said some evangelical parents need monitoring by the
state because they may ‘intimidate’ their children with ideas about God, sin and hell.

The comments were made on BBC Radio 4’s Sunday Programme.

The show’s host, Roger Bolton, spoke of “authoritarian” evangelical fathers of “Victorian
periods” who threatened their children with theology.

He was interviewing Schools Minister, Diana Johnson, and went on to say, “some people
will worry that this is possible now under home tuition, that this could happen.”
Mr Bolton continued: “and you would not be able to do anything about it because people

299

would just say, ‘we’re simply telling them what we believe’”.

Last month, an American girl who has been educated at home by her Christian mother was
ordered to attend a Government-run school so she can learn about other belief systems.

The court conceded that the New Hampshire ten-year-old is bright, sociable and academi-
cally advanced for her age, but decided she should no longer be home schooled.

The reason, says her mother’s attorney, is simply that the girl’s “religious beliefs are a bit
too sincerely held” and need to be “mixed among other worldviews”.

Kids' author says Jesus is not God

An atheist children’s author is to use his latest book to say that Jesus was not God, instead
claiming the Apostle Paul imagined the idea.

In a new book entitled The Good Man Jesus and the Scoundrel Christ, Philip Pullman says
the idea of Jesus being God came from the “fervid imagination” of Paul.

Mr Pullman is a strident atheist who has said his books aim at “killing God™.
Critics have described his work as “proselytising”.

Commenting before the launch of the new book Mr Pullman said: “For every man or
woman who has been led to goodness by a church, and I know there have been many, there
has been another who has been inspired by the same church to a rancid and fanatical bigotry
for which the only fitting word is evil.”

Mr Pullman described Paul as, “a literary and imaginative genius, 4“
who has had more influence on the world than anybody else, in- g
cluding Jesus. He had this great ability to persuade others and his
rhetorical skills have been convincing people for 2,000 years”.

He adds: “By the time the Gospels were written down, Paul had
already begun to transform the story of Jesus into something alto-
gether different and extraordinary.”

The new book is due to be published around Easter next year.

In 2007, the first of three planned series of film adaptations of Mr Pullman’s novels was re-
leased.



