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CONFUSED BY THE SUDPDEN RETURN, THE
PRODIGAL SON'S FROTHER ASSUMES A
PEFENSIVE HOARPING MANEWER

Weekly Meetings

10.30 Communion Service
18.30 Gospel Service
Monday
19.00 Prayer Meeting
( Last Monday of each month is a mission prayer meeting.)
Wednesday
19:30 Bible Study
( Last Wednesday of every month is a Fellowship Meeting)
Saturday
18.30 Worship Practice

Contact Details:
Malcolm & Marion Macqueen Tel: 01793 695048

Malcolm: 07743 322781 / Marion: 07800824314
E-Mail: e.macqueenl@ntlworld.com
Website: www.aogswindon.org.uk

12

CHURCH
NEWSLETTER

October 2009

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

KING’S CHRISTIAN CENTRE

26a KING WILLIAM STREET
OLD TOWN
SWINDON
SN1 3LB

“oA Church - in the Heart of Swindon
with a Heart for Swindon”


mailto:e.macqueen1@ntlworld.com

Christian Radio for the whole of the
United Kingdom

Below are a selection of excerpts from two letters I have received from Ian Mackie, Chief
Executive of United Christian Broadcasting commonly known as UCB.

The letter is headed "Your opportunity to help broadcast The Word For Today nationally on
DAB Radio by 1st. December 2009:

Commercial based radio networks have purchased most of the DAB licences available for
digital broadcasting. ONLY THREE REMAIN AND THE BIG QUESTION IS-- WILL
ONE BE CHRISTIAN?

Commercial Broadcasters and multi-faith proponents are all vying for these three licences.

UCB has been offered a contract to use one of the licences to broadcast the Gospel and 7The
Word For Today nationally, throughout the whole of the UK, upon conformation that fi-
nances have been raised to cover the costs of the first year.

The eternal significance of this strategic foothold in the media is stagger-
ing. Time is critical. Would you stand with me to proclaim the Good
News of Jesus to our nation? We have just a few weeks left to secure this
radio channel for broadcasting the Gospel.

We hope to be able to bring National Christian Radio to the United King-
dom, subject to securing the first year's cost of only £750,000. Please
pray for this ministry, and ask the Lord if He should direct you to support
it through making a special gift at this time.

In a more recent letter lan Mackie writes:
UCB one step closer to realising vision of a National Christian Voice on DAB Radio!

I am delighted to tell you that over the past few weeks, two of our friends and supporters
have made incredible pledges of £75,000 each towards DAB Radio! And a further £30,000
has also been received from other partners, which means that we already have £180,000 of
the £750,000 needed for the first year.

..only three national DAB licences available...all three likely to be snapped up by the end of
October 2009....UCB in a strong position to claim one of these licences for God's Kingdom
once we have secured this remaining £570,000.

God spoke to me 23 years ago telling me that He wanted National Christian Radio to be
available in the UK.WHEN Revival comes, it will be a major way to support , guide and in-
spire the thousands upon thousands of new Christians who want to get to know their God.

NOW WE STAND ON THE BRINK OF REALISING THAT VISION OF BRINGING A
NATIONAL CHRISTIAN VOICE TO AN INCREASINGLY SECULAR SOCIETY.
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Invited Ministries in October
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Sunday 4th Oct. 10.30am Alex Shaihk
Sunday 4th Oct. 6.30pm Phil Webb
Wednesday 7th Oct. 7.30pm Dr. Keith Hooper
Sunday 11th Oct. 10.30am Alex Shaihk
Sunday 11th Oct. 6.30pm Elroy Rodrigues /
Krzysztof Widomski
Sunday 18th Oct. 10.30am Pastor Henry
Bwanika
Sunday 18th Oct. 6.30pm Malcolm Macqueen
Wednesday 21st Oct. 7.30pm Dr. Abel Thomas
Friday 23rd 3.00pm Kingsmead Home
Sunday 25th Oct. 10.30am / 6.30pm Dr. Abel Thomas
Sunday 1st Nov. 10.30am Pastor Dick Denyer

Please check notice board for any further meetings taking place

Chorus Leading in October

Sunday 4th Morning / Evening Jorge / Andrzej
Wednesday 7th Bible Study Alaine
Sunday 11th Morning / Evening Jorge / Steve C.
Wednesday 14th Fellowship Ben
Sunday 18th Morning / Evening Ben / Elroy
Wednesday 21st Bible Study Steve C.
Sunday 25th Morning / Evening Ben / Andrzej
Wednesday 28th Bible Study Alaine
Sunday Nov 1st Morning / Evening Jorge / Steve C.
Wednesday Nov 4th Bible Study Ben
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Sunday school takes place on Sunday mornings (during the time of ministry).
Sunday 4th Daisy Rodrigues
Sunday 11th Mirelle Tchoyo
Sunday 18th Daisy Rodrigues
Sunday 25th Marion Macqueen
Sunday Nov. 1st Mirelle Tchoyo
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- ... Assembly Happenings

Happenings in October

As you see from the table on the facing page, we have a busy month ahead of us with quite a
number of different brethren ministering in the church. Please make every effort to support all
these meetings to hear what the Lord wants to minister to us from His Precious Word.

Off to South Africa.

Malcolm & Marion left for South Africa on Tuesday 29th Sept. to visit Marion’s mother who
is very ill with leukemia. At such a time as this the difficulties of being so far away from fam-
ily 1s highlighted. We would covet your prayers for Mrs. Blair at this time. She has just cele-
brated her 83rd birthday on Wednesday 23rd of Sept. Malcolm & Marion will be returning to
Swindon on Saturday Oct. 17th.

Visit of Dr Abel Thomas

Dr Abel Thomas will be visiting Swindon in the middle of October and he is scheduled to min-
ister at our church at both the Bible Study on Wednesday 21st and at both our Sunday services
on the 25th. As in his previous visits to us, we have always been challenged and blessed by his
ministry. Please put these dates in your diary and make every effort to come along and support
the meetings.

Wedding Bells Ringing

Our youngest son Neil is marrying his fiancé Emily Hibbs at Woodlands Church in Bristol on
Saturday 31st October. They have been courting for the passed four years, having first met at
the Christian Union at the University of the West of England in Bristol. We do wish them the
Lord’s richest blessing as they begin a married life together. They will continue to live in Bris-
tol.

Away to Goa.

We say goodbye to our dear sister Sophie Monteiro who returns to Goa on Saturday 31st Oct.
It has been wonderful to have had the opportunity of Sophie fellowshipping with us , together
with the Diago , Manisha and Michelle. Have a safe trip and we look forward to seeing you all

again in the future.

Birthdays in October

Thursday 1st Jake Bishop Monday 19th Colin Brown
Monday 19th Ben Sonoiki
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We know that satan is the prince of the power of the air, and out of 300 radio stations in the
UK, only 6% now carry some form of religious programming. The gospel message is con-
tinually being marginalised and choked off the airwaves as the media reflect the move in
society away from our historic Christian values.

When revival comes, where will people turn? The churches will be full, the house groups
will be unable to cope, so UCB wants to be there to answer these young Christians' ques-
tions and to keep Satan from snatching away their newfound belief in our Heavenly Father.
It is our duty, as Christians, to stop this from happening.

Should you wish to donate to (as well as pray about) UCB securing this licence you can ring
0845 60 40 401
or alternatively send a cheque to: United Christian Broadcasters Ltd.,

Operations Centre,

Westport Road,

Stoke-on-Trent,

ST6 4JF

Submitted by Rosalind Doubleday

Obama's stark declaration on Israel
draws UN applause

US Does Not Recognize 'Legitimacy of Continued Israeli Settlements'
FOXNews.com -- Wednesday September 23, 2009

In declaring that it is time for Middle East peace "without preconditions," President
Obama used his speech to the U.N. General Assembly earlier today to fire a warning
at Israel that "America does not accept the legitimacy of continued Is-
raeli settlements,"

Fox News reports from New York.

Obama's stark declaration, which drew applause, was coupled with a
call for Palestinians to end their "incitement of Israel." But it was the
use of the U.N. forum to carry the settlement message to Israel that
drew the most enthusiastic response on the floor -- and incredulous re-
action outside its walls.

Obama just put Israel "on the chopping block," said former U.S. Am-
bassador to the U.N. John Bolton. Obama said he met Tuesday with
Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, who was not in attendance at the speech, and agreed that the two have made
some progress in both strengthening security and facilitating freedom of movement, which
have allowed the economy in the West Bank to grow. But more progress is needed, he said.
"We continue to call on Palestinians to end incitement against Israel, and we continue
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to emphasize that America does not accept the legitimacy of continued Israeli settlements,"
he said.

Obama said four issues separate the two sides: security, borders, refugees and Jerusalem,
but the goal is clear: a secure, Jewish state for Israel and "a viable, independent Palestinian
state with contiguous territory that ends the occupation that began in 1967."

He also said a new order is needed in dealing with the dispute. "The United States does Is-
rael no favours when we fail to couple an unwavering commitment to its security with an
insistence that Israel respect the legitimate claims and rights of the Palestinians. And nations
within this body do the Palestinians no favours when they choose vitriolic attacks over a
constructive willingness to recognize Israel's legitimacy, and its right to exist in peace and
security," he said.

Lib Dems send 'Happy Eid'
greeting to Asian Christian

The Liberal Democrats have mistakenly sent a card to a Christian in Watford wishing him a
‘Happy Eid’ because he has a ‘Muslim-sounding’ name.

Javid Suleman received the card from Liberal Democrat prospec-
tive parliamentary candidate Sal Brinton. Mr Suleman said he 7
thought he had been categorised as a Muslim on the party’s mail-
ing list because of his surname.

The party said the card was sent to names drawn from “best
guess” data, with those known not to be Muslims taken off. Mr
Suleman said: “A long time ago I was a Muslim but I converted
to Christianity. Somehow they categorised me as a Muslim and the question is how and
why. I personally think that’s ethically wrong.

“You have to abide by certain processes and categorising people by their ethnicity, colour or
religion is the wrong thing to do. “I asked my neighbours if they got it and of course, they
didn’t. They’re not of Asian descent so they definitely didn’t get this.”

Susan Gaszczak, a Watford Liberal Democrats representative, said: “We send out Eid cards
on a yearly basis, as we do Christmas cards.“The data we use is based on the electoral roll
and MOSAIC data, which is a ‘best guess’. This is the type of data used by direct marketing
firms.

“We then go through every name manually and remove the ones that we know not to be
Muslim. Inevitably there are some that do go out to non-Muslims but when they contact us
we then correct our data.”

Political blogger Cranmer commented on the story: “The card was sent purely on the
grounds that Mr Suleman has a ‘Muslim-sounding’ name, and therefore was presumed to be
a Muslim.

“Ergo, as far as the Liberal Democrats are concerned, one’s religion is determined by one’s
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Inspirational Bible Verses to Build Your Faith

The Bible says in 2 Peter 1:3 that as we grow in our knowledge of God, through his divine
power he gives us everything we need for life and godliness. Jesus relied on the Word of
God alone to overcome obstacles, including the devil. God's Word is alive and powerful
(Hebrews 4:12), useful for correcting us when we are wrong and teaching us what is right (2
Timothy 3:16). So, it makes sense for us to carry God's Word in our hearts through memori-
zation, to be ready to face any problem, every difficulty, and whatsoever challenge that life
can send our way.

Presented here are a number of problems, difficulties and challenges that we face in life,
along with corresponding answers from God's Word:

Anxiety

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiv-
ing, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understand-
ing, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:6-7 (N1V)
Defeat

We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair ... 2 Co-
rinthians 4:8 (N1V)

Disappointment

And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love
God and are called according to his purpose for them. Romans 8:28 (NLT)

Doubt

[ tell you the truth, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this moun-
tain, 'Move from here to there' and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you. Mat-
thew 17:20 (NIV)

Failure

The godly may trip seven times, but they will get up again. Proverbs 24:16 (NLT)

Fear

For God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, love, and self-discipline.
2 Timothy 1:7 (NLT)

Inadequacy

I can do everything through him who gives me strength.

Philippians 4:13 (NIV)

Lacking Direction

Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding. Seek his
will in all you do, and he will show you which path to take.

Proverbs 3:5-6 (NLT)

Weariness

Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke
upon you and learn from me, for [ am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for
your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.

Matthew 11:28-30 (NIV)

Worry

Give all your worries and cares to God, for he cares about you.

1 Peter 5:7 (NLT)
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Divine Humor:
12-Step Home Repair

I probably won't be featured on This Old House any time soon. I just finished replacing a
loose piece of siding on my house, and it only took me a year to do it—thanks to my simple
12-step process:

1. Walk by the thing that needs to be repaired for a few months, each time thinking, / need
to do something about that.

2. Six months later, walk by again, now noticing that the situation has reached critical
mass. Resolve to take decisive action immediately.

3. Three weeks later, examine the damage again. Go back inside, turn on the tv, and watch
This Old House, hoping for some inspiration.

4. Come to the happy realization that the repair will necessitate tools—maybe even power
tools!

5. Rummage through tools. Find a completely different tool I don't need, and something
completely different to use it on. Forget about original project.

6. The next day, rummage through tools again. Conclude that I don't own the necessary
gizmo.

7. Go to Home Depot. Wander around aimlessly for hours, then buy the proper gizmo.

8. Go home and commence repair. Spend 10 minutes gleefully tearing out damaged part.
Experience brief feeling of elation, fantasizing about hosting This Old House.

9. Panic, because I've reached the point of no return.
10.Spend 12 hours attempting a repair that is clearly over my head.
11.Call carpenter buddy and beg him to "help."

Pepper carpenter buddy with annoying questions until he begs me to leave. Go inside and
watch This Old House until repair is completed.
It's amazing how often I encounter obstacles—about which I know little or nothing—that I
have to create solutions out of thin air to overcome.
In these situations, I often find myself asking the Lord for help. My experience, coupled
with what I read in the Bible, leads me to believe that a big part of following Jesus is recog-
nizing our own shortcomings—moral, mental, physical and spiritual—and relying on him
instead. Fortunately, when it comes to my weaknesses—even in home repair—God's got me
covered (2 Cor. 12:9-10).
Now it's time to get back to work on another repair. I'll let you know how it went. In about a
year.
Charles Marshall is a Christian comedian and author. www. CharlesMarshallComedy.com
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surname, and one is then appropriately categorised. This is Liberal Democrat campaign
strategy — classification according to ethnicity, skin colour, or religion.

“Wonderful prejudice.”

Simon Calvert of The Christian Institute said: “How patronizing for Watford Lib Dems to
assume, for the sake of a PR exercise, that every Asian-sounding name on the electoral role
1s a Muslim.

“This case typifies the religious illiteracy of the political classes.

“Religion is not simply an ethnic phenomenon. Certainly within Christianity you will find
people of every race and ethnic background.

“This confusion between race and religion is one of the reasons why politicians and others
are often so over-sensitive about offending minority religions.”

(The Christian Institute, 02 October 09. www.christian.org.uk)

Society needs braver
church, says Bishop

Western Christians need to recover their nerve in the face of “militant secularism”, the
Bishop of Rochester has said.

Bishop Michael Nazir-Ali, who recently talked of British ‘no go’
areas for non-Muslims, refused to be apologetic for his obligation to
witness to Muslims about the Gospel. '

He was speaking at the Global Anglican Future Conference
(GAFCON), a breakaway meeting of over 1,000 Anglican bishops
and clergy from around the world taking place in Jerusalem. He
said “militant secularism” means the West is “losing the Christian discourse at the very time
when it needs it most”.

All that is of value in western culture, he argued, “largely depends on its Judeo Christian
heritage”. He called on his audience to pray that “we are able to recover the Christian nerve
in the West and to make sure that the Gospel is not lost”.

He added that the Christian view on issues such as the sanctity of life was being rejected in
favour of utilitarian arguments — “the greatest good for the greatest number” — or “leaving
the ‘yuck’ factor to decide what is permissible for people”.

He recently wrote an article for Standpoint magazine, in which he said that the rejection of
Christian values in British society had left a vacuum which could be filled with those of
secularism or radical Islam.

Speaking of social changes over the last fifty years, he said: “While the Christian consensus
was dissolved, nothing else, except perhaps endless self-indulgence, was put in its place.”


javascript:linkToScripture('2%20Corinthians+12%3A9-12%3A10');
http://www.CharlesMarshallComedy.com

Everything happens for a reason

Below is a beautiful and true story, from a pastor in US, showing that things happen for a
reason.

The brand new pastor and his wife, newly assigned to their first ministry, to reopen a church
in suburban Brooklyn, arrived in early October excited about their opportunities. When they
saw their church, it was very run down and needed much work. They set a goal to have eve-
rything done in time to have their first service on Christmas Eve.

They worked hard, repairing pews, plastering walls, painting, etc, and on December 18
were ahead of schedule and just about finished.

On December 19, a terrible tempest - a driving rainstorm hit the area and lasted for two
days. On the 21st, the pastor went over to the church. His heart sank when he saw that the
roof had leaked, causing a large area of plaster about 20 feet by 8 feet to fall off the front
wall of the sanctuary just behind the pulpit, beginning about head high.

The pastor cleaned up the mess on the floor, and not knowing what else to do but postpone
the Christmas Eve service, headed home. On the way he noticed that a local business was
having a flea market type sale for charity so he stopped in. One of the items was a beautiful,
handmade, ivory coloured, crocheted tablecloth with exquisite work, fine colours and a
Cross embroidered right in the centre. It was just the right size to cover up the hole in the
front wall. He bought it and headed back to the church.

By this time it had started to snow. An older woman running from the opposite direction
was trying to catch the bus.. She missed it. The pastor invited her to wait in the warm
church for the next bus 45 minutes later. She sat in a pew and paid no attention to the pastor
while he got a ladder, hangers, etc., to put up the tablecloth as a wall tapestry. The pastor
could hardly believe how beautiful it looked and it covered up the entire problem area. Then
he noticed the woman walking down the centre aisle. Her face was like a sheet.. "Pastor,"
she asked, "where did you get that tablecloth?" The pastor explained. The woman asked him
to check the lower right corner to see if the initials, EBG were crocheted into it there. They
were. These were the initials of the woman, and she had made this tablecloth 35 years be-
fore, in Austria. The woman could hardly believe it as the pastor told how he had just got-
ten the Tablecloth. The woman explained that before the war she and her husband were well
-to-do people in Austria.

When the Nazis came, she was forced to leave. Her husband was going to follow her the
next week. He was captured, sent to prison and never saw her husband or her home again.
The pastor wanted to give her the tablecloth; but she made the pastor keep it for the church.
The pastor insisted on driving her home, that was the least he could do.. She lived on the
other side of Staten Island and was only in Brooklyn for the day for a housecleaning job.

What a wonderful service they had on Christmas Eve. The church was almost full. The mu-
sic and the spirit were great. At the end of the service, the pastor and his wife greeted every-
one at the door and many said that they would return.

One older man, whom the pastor recognized from the neighbourhood continued to sit in one
of the pews and stare, and the pastor wondered why he wasn't leaving. The man asked him
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where he got the tablecloth on the front wall because it was identical to one that his wife
had made years ago when they lived in Austria before the war and how could there be two
tablecloths so much alike. He told the pastor how the Nazis came, how he forced his wife to
flee for her safety and he was supposed to follow her, but he was arrested and put in a
prison.. He never saw his wife or his home again all the 35 years in between.

The pastor asked him if he would allow him to take him for a little ride. They drove to
Staten Island and to the same house where the pastor had taken the woman three days ear-
lier. He helped the man climb the three flights of stairs to the woman's apartment, knocked
on the door and he saw the greatest Christmas reunion he could ever imagine.

Submitted by Linda Shaikh

Oh To Be 12 Again...

A man was sitting on the edge of the bed, observing his wife, looking at herself in the mir-
ror. Since her birthday was not far off he asked what she'd like to have for her Birthday. I'd
like to be twelve again', she replied, still looking in the mirror. On the morning of her Birth-
day, he arose early, made her a nice big bowl of Coco Pops, and then took her to Alton Tow-
ers theme park. What a day!

He put her on every ride in the park; the Death Slide, the Corkscrew, the Wall of Fear, the
Screaming Monster Roller Coaster, everything there was. Five hours later they staggered
out of the theme park. Her head was reeling and her stomach felt upside down. He then took
her to a Mc Donald's where he ordered her a Happy Meal with extra fries and a chocolate

shake.

Then it was off to the cinema with popcorn, a huge Cola, and her favourite

sweets........... M&M's. What a fabulous adventure! Finally, she wobbled home with her hus-
band and collapsed into bed exhausted. He leaned over his wife with a big smile and lov-
ingly asked, '"Well Dear, what was it like being twelve again?' Her eyes slowly opened and
her expression suddenly changed. 'l meant my dress size, you idiot!!!!"

The moral of the story: Even when a man is listening, he is going to get it wrong.

Submitted by Linda Shaikh

[estimonieg

I would like to thank the Lord for His blessing on me during, and since, my operation. [ am
now feeling a lot better and would also like to thank you all for your prayers. It is much ap-
preciated the way Hilda and others have helped with the cleaning of the hall. It is also good
to see the way the ladies have worked together serving the tea and coffee.

God’s blessing

God Bless you all. Sandra.



