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Weekly Meetings 
Sunday 
10.30 Communion Service 

18.30         Gospel Service  

Monday 
19.00 Prayer Meeting 

             ( Last Monday of each month is a mission prayer meeting.) 

Wednesday 
19:30 Bible Study 

             ( Last Wednesday of every month is a Fellowship Meeting) 

Saturday 
18.30        Worship Practice 

Contact Details: 
Malcolm & Marion Macqueen    Tel:  01793 695048 

Malcolm:  07743 322781  /   Marion:  07800824314 
 

E-Mail:  e.macqueen1@ntlworld.com 

Website: www.aogswindon.org.uk 
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ORISSA:  Meeting the Challenge 
 

A year after the onset of devastating violence the impact is clear: the Hindu extremists 

have effectively succeeded in their religious/ethnic cleansing of Kandhamal. Open Doors, 

with your help, will continue to stand with our Indian brothers and sisters. 

 

Visitors report hardly a church left undamaged. Villages where Hindus and Christians 

once lived side-by-side are now identified as Hindu-only areas. More than 4,000 people 

are now living in refugee camps; thousands more have not returned to their villages be-

cause they fear for their lives or fear the threat of forced conversion to Hinduism.  

Many have left for other parts of Orissa or further afield. Others are being given shelter 

by Christians outside the immediate area. Small towns  now have temporary encamp-

ments, Christians living in makeshift tents of plastic sheets. 

 

Their situation is desperate. Without access to their fields and the forest they have no 

food, no firewood, no land, no house. This years monsoon rains arrived with many facing 

a massive lack of food supplies and virtually no shelter. 

Many were given an initial government grant of around £130 to rebuild their homes. But 

unable to return to their villages this money went on basic supplies, and now, with noth-

ing to show for the first grant, the promised additional £560 will not be forthcoming. 

Children have already missed a year of education; soon it will be two, unless drastic 

measures are taken. Students cannot get to college: the colleges have gone, and they have 

no money for fees. Young people cannot find jobs-- most employers are Hindus. the Mao-

ists have intensified their recruitment, cashing in on the anger of Christian youths by re-

cruiting them as armed rebels. 

The government and other observers maintain that even now the fire is being fuelled by 

just a handful, but the handful are still at large. Christian leaders feel nothing has been 

done so far to put them behind bars or to create an atmosphere where Christians will be 

confident of a safe return to their homes.Many fear the anniversary of Swami Laxmanan-

anda's death will spark renewed violence. 

There is an urgent need for a peace process to be initiated.The government has taken 

some steps in this regard but the church needs to be mobilised to play an active role. At 

the same time political will must be created for a peaceful resolution to the problem and 

for differences to be settled amicably. 

There has been one partial encouragement. In the election the Hindu Bharatiya Janata 

Party(BJP) lost seats and the existing government  retained power through a coalition 

government with other parties.But in the state  assembly poll Kandhamal district was won 

by the BJP, even though the BJP candidaate was in prison for his part in the anti-Christian 

violence of 2008. 

The journey is long before peace and prosperity can return,but Open Doors is committed 

to continuing support. We pray that the worldwide body of Christ will not forget their 

family in Orissa. 

(taken from the Open Doors monthly magazine. Backnumbers are available from Rosa-

lind Doubleday if required.) 
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                      Further details of meetings will be announced during the month. 
 

Chorus Leading in September 

 

 

 

 

           
                                     
 

 

Happy Birthday in September 
                    Tuesday 1st             Malcolm MacQueen 

             Tuesday 8th            Bola Olaniyan 

             Friday 18th            Dasha Rodrigues 

             Wednesday 23rd    Bisola Sonoiki 

             Thursday 24th       Gill Whiter 

             Monday 28th          Linda Persaud 

             Wednesday 30th    Michael Barnes 

             Wednesday 30th    David Truman                      

 

If you have any birthdays, anniversaries etc.  

to put into future newsletters, please contact Malcolm                                                                                                                                                   

 

Events in September 

Friday 4th  3.00pm Kingsmead Home 

Saturday 12th  6.00pm DVD Evening 

Friday 18th  3.00pm Kingsmead Home 

Saturday 26th  12.30pm Wedding 

Wednesday 2nd Bible Study Alaine 

Sunday 6th Morning / Evening Ben /  Steve C. 

Wednesday 9th Bible Study Elroy 

Sunday 13th  Morning / Evening Ben /  Steve C. 

Wednesday 16th Bible Study Alaine 

Sunday 20th Morning / Evening Jorge /  Elroy 

Wednesday 23rd Bible Study Ben 

Sunday 27th  Morning / Evening Jorge /  Andrzej 

Wednesday 30th  Fellowship Meeting Ben / Malcolm 

Sunday Oct. 4th Morning / Evening Jorge / Steve C. 

Wednesday Oct.7th Bible Study Alaine 
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  £The funeral took  place on Thursday 4th June.  

 

Sunday school takes place on Sunday mornings (during the time of ministry).  

Sunday          6th                 Mirelle Tchoyo  

Sunday        13th               Marion Macqueen 

Sunday        20th              Daisy Rodrigues 

Sunday        27th              Mirelle Tchoyo 

Sunday  Oct. 4th              Marion Macqueen 

 

New Baby Born!! 
Congratulations to Ben & Bisola on the birth of their second son, Samuel Onoolamipo 

Oladipupo, Oluwatobiloba Oluwakayode Oluwakorede Oladimeji , who was born on Tuesday 

morning 18th August at G W Hospital. Both mum & baby are doing well. A brother for Dayo!! 

Away to Poland: Thurs. 10th 
Our brother Andrzej Spila is returning to Poland on Thursday 10th to prepare for his daughter 

Agnieszka‟s wedding on Friday 18th, when she marries her fiancé Mirek Zygadlo. We would 

like to wish the couple God‟s richest blessing for their marriage and for their new life together 

as husband and wife. Andrzej will be returning to Swindon on Monday 21st Sept. 

Fellowship & DVD Evening Sat 12th 
Following our recent dvd evening, we are again going to meet together and show the dvd, 

“FIREPROOF”, which has been described by critics as „an entertaining and challenging re-

minder of what it takes to win in marriage.‟ Please make every effort to come along. Bring a 

plate of snacks to share and let us enjoy watching this heart warming dvd together. 

Wedding Bells: Sat 26th 
Quinton & Gill would like to announce that they will be getting married on Saturday 26th Sep-

tember at 12.30pm in the church and the reception afterwards will be held at the Methodist 

Church Hall on Queens Drive. Quinton & Gill would like to invite everyone in the church to 

join together with their respective families & friends in attending their wedding. An official 

wedding invitation is on the church notice board, please put your name/s on the list if you are 

attending. 

Returning to Goa: Sat 26th 

We would like to wish Diago, Sophie and Manisha a safe trip back to Goa, after their holiday 

here in the UK. We do hope that you all enjoyed your time here with the family as well as vis-

iting the different places during your stay. Michelle will be returning later to Goa. 

Date for your Diary: Friday 9th October 
Jacob Damkani will be speaking at Liddington Village Hall on Friday 9th October at 7.15pm 

Jacob, a Jewish believer who lives in Jaffa, and his team of volunteer workers, known as "The 

Trumpet Team" have for more than 25years been faithfully preaching the message of Jesus. 

Since coming to faith Jacob has tirelessly preached the truth, often with strong opposition, 

from both Jews and Arabs who live in Israel. He will be in Liddington Village hall as part of a 

two week tour in this country. 

Sunday School in September 

Assembly Happenings 
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Archbishop: Christians 
must take faith to work 

Christians should not leave their beliefs behind when they go to work, says the Archbishop 

of York. 

The Archbishop of York, Dr John Sentamu, is worried about 

workplace discrimination against Christians. 

In February he said: “Asking someone to leave their belief in 

God at the door of their workplace is akin to asking them to 

remove their skin colour before coming into the office. Faith in 

God is not an add-on or optional extra. 

“For me, my trust in God is part of my DNA; it is central to 

who I am and defines my place in the world. It informs my whole life, not just a weekly ser-

vice on Sunday.” 

He said Christians are facing problems at work because bosses fail to grasp this. 

(The Christian Institute, 19 February 09. www.christian.org.uk) 

Know your rights in the workplace 
Does the law let you share your faith at work? Can you give a Christian 

opinion on controversial topics? What if your boss gives you a duty which 

conflicts with your faith? 

Mark Jones, head of employment law at Ormerods solicitors, answers these 

and many more questions in his guide, Religious liberty in the workplace, 

published by The Christian Institute. 

You can download free copies of the guide from www.christian.org.uk . 

Do you know who I am? 
While attending a dinner, newly elected Senator Bill Bradley (in U.S.) asked the 
waiter for an extra pat of butter. The waiter said, "Sorry, one pat per person."  
 

The MC over-heard and demanded: "Do you know who this is? This is Bill Brad-
ley! All-American from Princeton. All-Pro with the Knicks. U.S. senator! Potential 
president!"  
The waiter responded, "Do you know who I am?"  
The MC replied, "I guess I don't. Tell me."  
The waiter said, "I'm the guy who controls the butter!"  
This is Howard Butt, Jr., of Laity Lodge. Even a powerful person needs the per-
son who controls the butter. Each person and each person's job is importantðin 
the high calling of our daily work. 
       As for those who seemed to be important ð whatever they were makes 
no difference to me; God does not judge by external appearance... (Gal. 2:6 ) 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Gal.%202:6;&version=31;
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Prayer Focus 
 

SUDAN - VIOLENCE SPREADS FEAR AMONG CHRISTIANS 

Thousands of civilians have fled after fresh attacks by the rebel group the Lord's Resistance 

Army (LRA) in Sudan's remote western Equatoria region. Two people died and three others 

were injured when the LRA carried out a series of attacks in Ezo district, near the Sudanese 

border with the DRC, on 12 August. It has also been reported that the rebel group abducted 

ten girls from a local church, ransacked and torched homes and stole food. They also struck 

in Bereamburu village, burning a local church and health centre and raiding medical sup-

plies. 

 

Local authorities report that up to 5,000 internally displaced people have fled from Ezo and 

surrounding areas. The UN estimates that hundreds of thousands of people have fled homes 

and villages in Sudan and the Democratic Republic of the Congo because of the LRA since 

mid-2008. There is widespread panic and people are too scared to return to the rural areas to 

cultivate their fields or send their children to school in case the LRA attacks. In some areas 

the UN has suspended humanitarian work, despite medical and food resources being 

stretched in areas to which the people have fled. Life is extremely difficult for people in 

terms of food, shelter, health, clean water and security. 

 

Recent reports suggest that on Saturday 29 August there was an attack in Jonglei State, 

where over 40 people, including women and children, were killed or injured, some very se-

riously with gunshot wounds and broken bones. Among the dead was a senior church leader 

who was shot as he led the morning service at his church in Wernyol. 

 

Å Pray for the congregation of the church leader who was murdered while leading a service. 

 

Å Pray for those who have been forced to flee their homes following the attacks by the LRA. 

Pray that the Lord will continue to bless His people in this region and that, despite the loss 

of church buildings, Christians in Sudan will continue to meet and worship Him. 

 

PAKISTAN - SEVEN MEMBERS OF ONE FAMILY KILLED IN ANTI-CHRISTIAN 

RIOTS 

The violence at a Christian colony in Gojra, Pakistan, on Saturday 1 August has left one 

man devastated after losing several members of his family. Minhas Hameed's 75-year old 

father was the first victim when he was shot in the head by a Muslim mob. Hameed rushed 

his father to hospital, only to find that more dead bodies awaited him on his return home. 

After his father was wounded, the remaining family members stayed together in the house, 

thinking they would be safe. Little did they know they were destined for a worse fate as the 

mob began to torch the homes of local Christians. Many families in the neighbourhood left 

their houses and ran for their lives, but Hameed's family were not so fortunate. Six members 

of his family were burnt to death. "I have lost more than half of my family, my house - eve-

rything!" says Hameed, who is still haunted by the images of his house and community in 
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INDIA - VIOLENCE TOWARDS CHRISTIANS CONTINUES 
Nearly one year on from the extreme anti-Christian violence in Orissa in 2008 and harass-

ment and discrimination towards Christians continues in many parts of India. 

 

In Hubli, in the state of Karnataka, Hindu extremists attacked a church, members of the 

congregation and their property on 17 August, setting fire to three auto-rickshaws that be-

longed to the Christian community. The attacks happened at midnight, and the media were 

present, causing frightened community members to assume the attack was pre-planned. In 

Afzalpar (also in Karnataka) around 20 Christian converts from Hinduism were asked by 

the village elders to leave their village following their acceptance of Jesus Christ. In Kol-

kata, West Bengal, two young believers were attacked by a group of eight Hindu extremists, 

who also collected signatures from local villagers and filed a complaint against the Chris-

tians at the local police station. In Chittoor, in the state of Andhra Pradesh, a church that 

was built by local Christians and due to be inaugurated for the village community was set 

on fire on 20 August. 

 

These are four incidents that were reported in late August 2009, but many more instances of 

persecution against Christians go unreported. 

 

Å India is a place of religious tension; pray that our brothers and sisters in Christ will stand 

firm in their faith despite such adversity. 

 

Å Pray for those in Orissa who continue to mourn their loved ones and endure physical pri-

vations. Pray that the Lord Jesus will protect His people in India and that hostility towards 

Christians does not escalate into bloodshed. 

(Jorge Coelho From: ñBarnabas Fundò www.barnabasfund.orgð02/09/2009) 

Something to pray about:  

Muslim-background believers can feel very isolated during Ramadan. Ask God to encour-

age those who have been ostracised from their families, and provide them with the Christian 

fellowship they need. 
(Rosalind Doubleday ) 

PRAYING FOR OUR LOVED AND LOST ONES ï 

YOURS INCLUDED 
Please, let us continue to pray for our loved and lost ones as initiated by out sister, Joanne. 
There is a list where you can put down names of  your loved and lost ones who have not been 
saved so we can all pray for them. 
The condition of  this is you also pray for everyone on the list, as the feeling Joanne have from 
the Lord is that the measure we give out, is the measure we will get back.  As Joanne said òLet 
us combine our prayers as a body of Christ, here at Kingõs Christian Centre, and ôStorm the 
gates of Heavenõ for our loved ones.  We want to see them again in the Kingdom, as does 
Christ.ó 
Please e-mail Joanne and she will send a copy of  the list back to you, this will be updated regu-
larly. 
From Joanne: ThmsnHyd@aol.com 

5 

 

flames. 

 

These attacks were the culmination of a recent spate of violence against Christians in Paki-

stan. In Korian on 30 July, homes of local Christians were torched, churches vandalised and 

Bibles desecrated after a rumour circulated that a copy of the Qur'an had been burned dur-

ing a Christian wedding. No one was injured in the attacks in Korian, but tensions continued 

to rise and fresh violence erupted in Gojra on Saturday 1 August. A mob of more than 800 

Muslims raided a Christian settlement in the town, looting and burning down homes by 

throwing petrol bombs. 

 

Å Pray for Hameed and his family in their loss, that they will know the Lord's comfort and 

strength at this time, and for Christians injured or made homeless by the recent violence. 

 

Å Pray that the Pakistani authorities will act to prevent future attacks, instead of only react-

ing afterwards. 

 

IRAN - IMPRISONED CHRISTIAN WOMEN REMAIN STRONG IN CHRIST 

Maryam Rustampoor (27) and Marzieh Amirizadeh (30) were arrested in March 2009 for 

converting to Christianity from Islam, and have been held in Tehran's notorious Evin prison 

for six months. They have endured solitary confinement and hours of interrogations, but 

still they proclaim their love for the Lord Jesus. 

 

The two women were summoned to appear in court on Sunday 9 August. The chief interro-

gator had recommended a verdict of "apostasy", which potentially carries a death sentence 

in Iran, but no verdict was actually given. The women were instead subjected to intense 

questioning by the deputy prosecutor, who told them repeatedly that they had to renounce 

their Christian faith verbally and in writing. Maryam and Marzieh refused, saying, "We love 

Jesus." They were told to return to prison and think about their options and to come back 

when they were ready to comply, but Maryam and Marzieh replied "We have already done 

our thinking." They are determined to stand firm no matter what happens, saying, "If we 

come out of prison we want to do so with honour." 

 

Both women have been unwell during their ordeal and have lost a lot of weight. Marzieh 

desperately needs medical attention as she is suffering from a problem with her spine, an 

infected tooth and intense headaches. Prison officials have told her that the prison has 

proper medical equipment, but so far no treatment has been provided. 

 

Å Pray that Maryam and Marzieh continue to stand firm in their faith in the Lord Jesus and 

that He will keep them mentally and physically strong. 

 

Å Pray that the women will be released and allowed to live freely as Christians without fur-

ther harassment. 

mailto:ThmsnHyd@aol.com
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NIGERIA - CHRISTIAN PASTORS BEHEADED IN RECENT BLOODSHED 

At least twelve churches have been burned down and a number of Christians killed in anti-

Christian violence in northern Nigeria. The coordinated attacks began on 26 July in 

Maiduguri, capital of Borno state, and spread across the country to Yobe state, Bauchi state 

and Kano state. Islamic militants targeted Christians and the local police, setting fire to 

churches and homes of local Christians, as well as a police station, a prison and a customs 

post. Five police officers and twelve Christians have been confirmed dead, including at least 

two pastors. Curfews were imposed to ease the violence and security forces were instructed 

to clamp down on the militants, who belonged to the Boko Haram sect. Barnabas Fund is 

sending help to the Christian victims. 

 

Perhaps the most shocking element of the recent violence in Nigeria was the brutal murders 

of the Christian pastors. When asked to convert to Islam, they refused, and were beheaded 

on the instruction of the sect leader, Mohammed Yusuf. One of them, Sabo Yakubu, was the 

pastor of a congregation in Maiduguri. The father of seven was hacked to death with a ma-

chete. Another Christian leader, George Orjih, preached to Yusuf about Christ before his 

martyrdom. He was described as a fearless and hardworking man. A fellow kidnap victim, 

who was later released, reported that "while we were lying there, tied up, George turned to 

me and said 'if you survive, tell my brothers that I died well, and am living with Christ. And 

if we all die, we know that we die for the Lord.'" 

 

One eye-witness says that Orjih was singing and praying all through the ordeal and encour-

aging the believers not to give up, even unto death. "It was his words of encouragement that 

kept us till the time we were released." 

 

Å Pray that the Nigerian security forces will bring peace and stability to northern Nigeria 

and ensure freedom and justice for its Christian minority. 

 

Å Pray that the Lord Jesus will comfort the families of those killed in the attack; pray espe-

cially for the loved ones and congregations of the Christian pastors who were murdered. 

They have been urged to emulate the pastors, who died because of their refusal to betray 

their faith. (Rev 7:9-15) 

 

Å Pray for Christians in Nigeria whose churches have been burnt down, that they will have 

both the means and the permission to rebuild. 

 

Å Pray that Christians will react to the violence in a Christ-like way and not retaliate, and 

that this will speak powerfully to the Muslim majority. 

UZBEKISTAN - PASTOR IMPRISONED FOLLOWING ILLEGAL RAID 

The pastor of a church in Tashkent, Uzbekistan, has been arrested and sentenced to 15 days' 

imprisonment, along with his assistant and two other members of the church, following a 

raid during morning worship. On Sunday 23 August police entered the church stating that 

the service was illegal and demanded that the service be discontinued, even though they had 
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no written permission from the courts for this action. 

The church is led by Korean ministers, but they are all citizens of Uzbekistan, and although 

the church has only 30 members it is registered with the authorities and has all the docu-

ments it requires in order to gather for worship. It informs officials about every Sunday ser-

vice and has permission from them for each one, so the police action was entirely unlawful.  

Å Pray that the authorities will recognise that the church did nothing wrong in holding the 

service, and that its leaders will soon be released. 

 

PAKISTAN - FEARS OF TYPHOID AT ROADSIDE CAMP 

Up to 2,000 Christians have been forced to live in tents at the 

roadside in the heart of Islamabad for the past three months. 

The scorching summer heat, which can reach up to 110 degrees 

Fahrenheit (43 degrees Celsius), has made the camp virtually 

unbearable for many, especially children. Families are sharing 

tents, with up to 20 people in one tent in some cases. The only 

water supply runs close to an open pit latrine and a waste 

dump. 

 

Approximately a year ago the Christian families found them-

selves homeless after the authorities reneged on the promise of 

some land in the Chak Shahzad district of Islamabad. Barnabas 

Fund's partners in Pakistan commented, "Since Christians are 

discriminated against by the majority population, nothing has 

been done to help them." The families were forced to put up tents in the road amidst squalid 

conditions. 

 

There are growing concerns that typhoid will come to the camp, as conditions are likely to 

foster disease and it is feared that many of the Christians, especially some of the younger 

children, could die from dehydration, illness, or the cumulative eff ects of poverty. Two 

people have already died. 

 

The Pakistan authorities have been slow to act in this situation of despair, but Barnabas has 

been able to send practical aid to the affected families. Food items such as rice, lentils, on-

ions and cooking oil have been provided for each family, as well as buckets and water con-

tainers to reduce the risk of typhoid. 

 

Å Pray that the distribution of aid will bring relief for the families who are suffering in the 

camp, and that conditions do not worsen. 

 

Å Pray that the Pakistan authorities will find housing for all those currently living on the 

roadside, so that they can begin to rebuild their lives soon. 


