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Weekly Meetings
Sunday

10.30  Communion Service
18.30  Gospel Service
Monday
19.00  Prayer Meeting
( Last Monday of each month is a mission prayer meeting.)
Wednesday
19:30  Bible Study
( Last Wednesday of every month is a Fellowship Meeting)
Saturday
19.00 Worship Practice

Something you want to share?

If you have anything you would like to share, and to be included in a
future newsletter, please e-mail or hand details to Malcolm.

Contact Details:
Malcolm & Marion Macqueen Tel: 01793 695048
Malcolm: 07743 322781 / Marion: 07800824314

E-Mail: e.macqueenl@ntlworld.com
Website: www.aogswindon.org.uk
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WORLD NEWS
Pope to star in TV Bible marathon

The Pope wants the Catholic Church to deepen its knowledge of the
Bible. Pope Benedict XVI has agreed to take part in a Bible-reading
marathon on Italian television in October. The Pope will start off the
event on 5 October with the first chapter of Gene-
sis, read in Italian in Saint Peter's Basilica.

The Italian state radio and TV broadcaster Rai has organised the continu-
ous reading of the whole Bible. It will go on for six days and six nights.
After the Pope, a wide variety of people will take over the reading.

Rome's chief Rabbi, Riccardo Di Segni, will read from the text in He-
brew. The organisers of the Bible marathon said that Muslims would also |
be welcome to take part if they were interested. Other readers will in-
clude academics, students, politicians, sports stars, soldiers and factory workers. They will
each read passages lasting between four and eight minutes and there will be a brief pause
for a musical reflection every 90 minutes.

Pope Benedict is expected to read for a whole hour. It has not yet been decided whether his
contribution will be live or recorded in advance. A high ranking Vatican official, Monsignor
Gianfranco Ravasi, said the reason why the Pope agreed to take part was that he would not
be commenting, simply reading the text. The Pope wants the Catholic Church to go back to
studying and deepening its knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, he said.

www.biblesocviety.org.uk/latestnewswatch

PURPOSE-DRIVEN CHURCH
UNITES OBAMA AND MCCAIN

The USA’s two presidential candidates shared in a meeting for the first time at a US mega-
church last weekend. Barack Obama and John McCain, former colleagues in the Senate,
have a bruising campaign ahead of them but shook hands before being questioned sepa-
rately by influential evangelical leader Pastor Rick Warren. The question and answer ses-
sion at Saddleback Church, in Lake Forest, California gave observers a chance to assess the
candidates? positions and contrasting styles. Warren, the author of the multi-million-selling
Purpose-Driven Life, asked questions that included ?Define rich?, ?Does evil exist? and ?At
what point does a baby get human rights?? Observers noted that McCain?s answers were ?
abrupt?, ?very straightforward? and surprisingly conservative in the light of his previous
voting pattern. Obama, in contrast, was cautious and less candid. 7He was very likeable and
emotional, but he skirted the issues,? said one Saddleback member.
www.guardian.co.uk/world2008aug18 2
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 Invited Ministry and Meetings in September -
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Sunday 31st August 10.30am / 6.30pm Pastor Henry Bwanika
Sunday 7th September 10.30am Pastor Umera Anachebe
Friday 12th September 3.00pm Kingsmead Home
Friday 26th September 3.00pm Kingsmead Home
Friday 26th September 5.00pm-10.00pm Fun Evening

Further details of meetings will be announced during the month.

Chorus Leading in September

Wednesday 3rd Bible Study Alfred

Sunday 7th Morning / Evening | Ben / Steve C.
Wednesday 10th Bible Study Jogesh

Sunday 14th Morning / Evening | Ben / Vince
Wednesday 17th Bible Study Alaine

Sunday 21st Morning / Evening | Jorge/ Steve C.
Wednesday 24th Fellowship Meeting | Ben / Malcolm
Sunday 28th Morning / Evening | Jorge / Vince
Wednesday 1st Oct. | Bible Study Alfred

Sunday 5th Oct. Morning / Evening | Ben / Steve C.

Happy Birthday in September

N
|

Monday 1st ~ Malcolm Macqueen
Monday 8th ~ Bola Olamiyan
Thursday 18th Dasha Rodrigues
Tuesday 23rd  Bisola Sonoiki
Wednesday 24th Gillian Whiter
Sunday 28th ~ Linda Persaud
Tuesday 30th  Michael Barnes
Tuesday 30th  Davis Trueman

If you have any birthdays, anniversaries etc.

to put into future newsletters, please contactt Malcolm
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Sundag;@@School in Segtember
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Sunday school takes place on Sunday mornings (during the time of ministry).
Sunday 7th Mirelle Pani
Sunday 14th Daisy Rodrigues

Sunday  21st
Sunday  28th Marion Macqueen

Sunday Oct 5th Mirelle Pani
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- ... Assembly Happenings

Moved House

Hilda and her husband Francis have just recently moved to a new house in Cavendish Square.
It has been quite a hectic time for them, but they are now ’settled’ in their own new home. We
all want to wish you both God’s richest blessings and pray that you will be very happy in your
new surroundings. The telephone number remains the same, 528808.

Returning to Poland

Gosia and Filip are returning to their home in Poland on Tuesday 2nd September. Andrzej is
remaining in Swindon. We will all miss you, and we do hope that everything will go well for
you and the family there.

Returning to India

Both Jenssi and Jogesh are returning to Chennai, India on Saturday 13th September.

J e n sysat Idngcontract is now completed and she is returning to work for her company in
Chennai. Jenssi, we are going to miss so much, as you have found a place in everyone’s heart.
You have been such a big help in the life of the church and in helping Marion with the children
in the Sunday School. Everyone in the church wishes you every blessing and hope that you
may come back to Swindon in the future.

Jogesh is also going on holiday to India and will be there for approximately one month. We all
hope that you will have a blessed time seeing all your family again. We will miss you, but look
forward to seeing you again on your return.

Returning to Nigeria

Umera, Felecia’s husband, who has been on holiday here in Swindon, is returning to Nigeria
on Friday 26th September. We do wish you a safe trip, and may the Lord lead and guide you,
as you look to Him for His leading and guidance for the future.

The Filling Station

Marion Macqueen

We have recently received a request from the Filling Station in Wroughton, once again request-

ing that we donate food and toiletries to support their feeding program to the homeless people
in Swindon. They operate two evenings a week and average 45 clients each evening. A sugges-
red donation list has been put up on the wall by the entrance. You can bring your donations on
Sunday 31st August & 7th September.

Date of Fun Evening

Friday 26th September...... Fun Evening at the Church.

If you have any queries about the evening, plggse contact Sheena.

RUSSIA'S PRESIDENT SAYS CROSS US
AND WE WILL CRUSH YOU

President Medvedev of Russia yesterday promised a “shattering blow” against any foreign
power that moved against Russian citizens. The threat will compound the fears of former
Soviet states, which are concerned that they could be next after Russia’s attack on Georgia.
“If someone thinks they can kill our citizens, kill soldiers and of-
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this,” Mr Medvedev told a group of Second World War veterans
inKursk.“ Anyone who tries to dc
i ng bl ow."”

ficers fulfilling the role of peacekeepers, we will never allow

He continued: “Russia has the capabilities - economic, political
and military. Nobody has any illusions left about that.” Russia’s
incursion into Georgia, and its reluctance to leave, has alarmed
former Soviet states such as Ukraine and the Baltic states of Es-
tonia, Latvia and Lithuania. The war was designed in part to send
a message to the former Soviet states that “you can’t solve your
problems by running to give the West a hug”, Liliya Shevtsova, an analyst at the Carnegie
Centre in Moscow, said. The break-up of the Soviet Union left a huge Russian population
outside the country.

!

There are more than 8 million ethnic Russians in Ukraine, 4.5 million in Kazakhstan and
1.2 million in the Baltic states. Russia justified its attack on Georgia by insisting that it was
acting to protect the 90 per cent of South Ossetians who have Russian passports.

www.abbaswatchman.com august 8, 2008

FRESH FIRES LEADER STEPS DOWN

Todd Bentley, the controversial evangelist at the centre of revival
meetings in Lakeland, Florida, has stepped down from leading his
Fresh Fires organisation after filing for separation from his wife. A
Fresh Fires statement said that Bentley had ?entered into an unhealthy
relationship on an emotional level with a female member of his staff?.
The Lakeland meetings have drawn and influenced a number of UK
church leaders who believe they have seen fruit in healings and
changed lives. Critics have condemned Bentley?s style of pushing peo- &
ple to the ground while shouting 7Bam? and say his claims to receiving
revelations from angels are unbiblical. Bentley, who had been receiv-
ing marital counselling for three years, will ?refrain from all public
ministry for a season to receive counsel in his personal life?, Fresh Fires say.

Sources: Christian Today (20/8); Christianity Today (9/08); Evangelicals Now (8/08)
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More Precious Than Gold

Winning an Olympic medal was everything it was hyped up to be, but the high didn't last.
So where does my real hope come from?

Josh Davis won three gold medals in swimming at the 1996 Summer Olympics in Atlanta,
then two silver medals at the 2000 Games in Sydney, where he was captain of the U.S.
swim team. Today, he's a motivational speaker, swimming coach, and author. The following
is adapted from his new devotional book, The Goal and the Glory (Regal Books), which
features devotions from numerous Olympians.

At the 1996 Atlanta Olympic Games, as I stared down my lane to
lead off the U.S. 4x200 freestyle relay, the thought crossed my
mind that 4 hours of swimming each day for 10 years—a total of
25,000 miles—now came down to one moment in time.

The starter's gun released me, and I led off the relay with a lifetime
best! My early lead got the rest of the team pumped up, and in the
end we won by over a body 1ength' The joy and relief we felt was

dream in front of a home crowd and of coming together with my
relay mates in perfect execution was a high I had never felt before.

Soon after, we put on red, white, and blue awards jackets and were

escorted to the podium for the medal ceremony. As they announced, "Gold Medal, United
States of America," we all stood together, waving to 10,000 screaming fans. I couldn't be-
lieve it was happening.

The next several hours were a blur of high-fives, hugs, and hellos. Celebrating with family
and teammates was incredible. Soon, we were whisked off to do a live interview for NBC,
while ESPN and Sports Illustrated wanted some quotes. Everybody we saw treated us like
gods. I finally fell asleep that night with my new gold medal around my neck and a huge
smile on my face.

The morning after

When I woke up the next morning, all the excitement, all the hype, all the adrenaline ... it
was all gone! Granted, I was still living in the Olympic Village, eating the free food, and
looking forward to some more races, but the mood was drastically different from the night
before. [ had finally tasted the best the world had to offer, and it was sweet ... but oh, so
short! Having had a taste of glory, [ now felt empty. It was sobering to experience the shock

of a high so high followed by a low so low.
4

Food for Thought !!

né. . My power wor ks 2CermthiansilZi9 NYIo u r

At 19 months, Helen Kellar contracted the illness hat eventually
left her without hearing and sight. Back then those labeled ‘deaf
and dumb,’ were classified as idiots. But Helen’s parents didn’t
agree. They hired teacher Anne Sullivan to work with her and
eventually she learned to read and write using Braille. Amazingly,
in 1904 she graduated with honours from Radcliffe College, then
devoted her life to helping others.

Philanthropist Andrew Carnagie paid her annual income; writers
Mark Twain and Robert Louis Stevenson praised her and almost
every President of her day invited her to the White House. Even
though Helen died in 1968 her legacy of courage lives on. When asked if there was any-
thing worse than being blind, Helen replied, ‘Yes, having sight but no vision.’

At 12 Thomas Edison developed such severe hearing loss that his teachers recommended he
be taken out of school. Instead Edison used his handicap to drown out distractions and focus
on his work. As a result the boy who was labeled ‘a slow learner’ gave the world over one
thousand inventions, including the electric light bulb, the phono-

Who gets to define ‘normal’ anyway? Is it being short versus tall,
or rich versus poor ? The truth is, God’s given all of us unique
abilities that He expects us to explore. And interestingly, the real
handicaps don’t belong to those who are born with physical or
mental challenges. No, they belong to the so-called normal peo-
ple who’ve escaped lethargy and limitation as part of life. God
said, i €. My power wor ks Bogaitanletn
your difficulties impede or inspire you. Which will it be ?

The Word For Today Autumn 2006 Fri Oct 20

Per severance

All things are possible to him who believes,

Yet more to him who hopes,

More still to him who loves,

And most of all to him who practices and perseveres in these three virtues.
Brother Lauwrence

Perseverance is the sister of patience, the daughter of constancy, the friend of peace, the ce-
menter of friendships, the bond of harmony and the bulwark of holiiness
Bernard of Clairvaux ’
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Flock shocked by 'tramp' minister

The clothes, from a charity shop, were ripped and doused with lager. A minister posed as a
tramp and gatecrashed his own service to teach churchgoers about "acceptance".

The Reverend Derek Rigby donned a wig and some torn clothes
and surrounded himself with lager cans and syringes in the church
doorway on Sunday morning. Most of the congregation at the Trin-
ity Methodist Church in Prestatyn, Denbighshire, ignored the in-
truder.

Mr Rigby said most were "embarrassed" by their behaviour when
he finally revealed himself during the service. The former police
officer had told the congregation he would be late for Sunday's ser-
vice, and only informed one church member of his true plans, in =~ |
case anyone decided to dial 999. Talking about his stunt, the minis- | 438
ter Reverend Derek Rigby said
he did not shave for three days and drew on tattoos to make his appearance more convinc-
ing. He said: "I couldn't take the car in case anyone spotted it, so [ walked from my home to
the church. That was interesting, because my neighbours avoided me. "I had bought clothes
from a charity shop - which were immaculate - so I had to dirty them up a bit and I poured a
bit of lager on them.

"When I got to the church I arranged a couple of cans and some plastic syringes, without
needles, which I have at home for the dog. It gave the impression of a real down and out."
He added: "None of them spoke to me, apart from a few who told me off and told me to get
away from their cars, which they kept checking. "They all ignored me."

He waited until the children had left the church to join their Sunday School before walking
to the front of the building and revealing his identity to the congregation. He said: "Some
were very embarrassed. Nobody was angry with me but they were shocked they had ignored
me in the way they had. "They could have given me a cup of coffee. "I was surprised rather
than disappointed. Some people said they wished I had been there because I would have
known how to deal with the situation." Mr Rigby said he had intended to communicate a
"serious message of acceptance in an emotive way", and used the ex-
ample of the Disciples not recognising Jesus on the road to Emmaus
after his resurrection.

He said he had tried a similar stunt twice before in Newport and Lon-
don - where the congregations had been more generous. He added: "1
told them they were stingy because I had been given as much as
£4.50, a packet of biscuits and a blanket in the other places, but in
Prestatyn I got nothing. "Although, I'm sure that wouldn't happen
again." Sou%ced : news.bbc.co.uk Wenesday 9th July 2008

I looked for encouragement and perspective in God's Word, turning to 1 Peter 1:7: "Your
faith ... [is] of greater worth than gold." I found comfort in the knowledge that my relation-
ship with Jesus is infinitely more valuable and more precious than gold.

Matthew 6:19-21 adds these words: "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth,
where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for your-
selves treasures in heaven. ... For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also." I
realized then that my medal wouldn't last forever, but it was good to know that there is
something that will.

These days, when I give motivational speeches at schools, I pass my gold medal around the
room so each student can hold it or wear it. I always enjoy watching the reactions of the
children: Their eyes get big as they "ooh" and "ahh." Several people over the years have ac-
cidentally dropped my medal, and it is dented and scratched. Meanwhile, my cool mono-
grammed Olympic suitcase is falling apart, my Olympic towels are starting to unravel, and
some of my Olympic clothes have bleach stains.

This wear and tear reminds me that, eventually, everything material in this world will fall
apart. God's Word reminds us that there are only three eternal things: God, his Word, and
the souls of men and women. And when we invest our lives accordingly, by serving God
and others in and through his love, we are storing up gold medals in heaven that will last
forever.

Heaven's awards ceremony

I still smile when I watch the tape of my team winning—but not as much as I do when I dis-
cover someone has committed his or her life to Christ. While only a few know what it's like
to win an Olympic medal, the experience will pale in comparison to the awards ceremony
that awaits us in heaven. That's a promise straight from Scripture:

We fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary,
but what is unseen is eternal (2 Cor. 4:18).

www.christianitytoday.com/tc/2008/004



Project Pearl

On one night in 1981 Open Doors delivered one million Bibles on a beach in China. This an
abbreviated account written by one who was at the heart of this extraordinary adventure.

The starting point

In Shantou, China, a young Christian named Daniel Ng is on his knees. “Lord,” he prays
passionately, “I don’t know why You have not answered my prayer for a Bible of my own,
but You know. I promise I will give the rest of my life to distributing You word. Please send
me a Bible.” brother Lee is riding his bicycle quickly down a rutted path in China’s central
Henan Province. He made the 20 kilometer trip many times before. It is his turn to study
from Pastor Goh’s Bible to prepare for another home Bible study with his friends. As his
legs tirelessly pump the pedals, he prays, “Lord, as I prayed every day for three years now,
please may I have my own Bible!”

The miracle

Open Doors Australia Director, Gary, tells of visiting with some house church leaders who
were medical doctors in South west china. He asked them, “have you seen many miracles in
China?” The senior leader, a surgeon responded immediately, “we have seen many miracles;
however the biggest was a secret shipment of Bibles from the West one night in 1981. these
Bibles arrived when we had very few Christian books and at a time when the revival was
flourishing. “The majority of these Bibles were received by unregistered house church lead-
ers on a beach near Shantou. But a percentage were confiscated by the Public Security Bu-
reau, loaded on to trucks, and taken to Beijing, under plice escort. These Bibles were stored
under strict security for some time.

“Then a meeting was called by the leadership, and senior cadres were required to stand.
They were scolded fro allowing the Bibles to be ‘smuggled in” and were told that the book
1s an enemy of the state. Every effort must be made in the future to ensure that Bibles do not
come in to China again.” Then the doctor started to laugh and said, “Praise the Lord,” be-
fore relating the rest of the story.

“After the cadres were scolded for this failure in security, the leader of the meeting said,
“I’m going to give each of you senior officers a copy of this Bible. I want you to read it
from beginning to end and understand why this is such a threat to Communism.” They all
left the meeting with a Project Pearl Bible. The surgeon concluded with a smile: “Today (15
years later) at least 15 percent of the Communist Party members are now Christians because
of Project Pearl !”

More precious than gold

Fifteen years after Project Pearl, an Open Doors worker met itinerant evangelist, Brother
Lee, in Henan Province. She was surprised to find that Brother Lee, who started out on his
own, now pastors a network of house churches that has grown to more than 400,000 mem-
bers. His network of churches continues to need more than 20,000 Bibles a month, just for
new believers.

Brother Lee still had his first Bible - from Project Pearl- because he couldn’t bear to part
with it. By now, it had masking tape holding if together, and the pages were worn. Like

many others, he said, “This gift was more precious than gold!”

Experience peace in perseverance

A frail sister in China who was severely persecuted said, “A ship cannot stop just because
there is a storm. It just has to make sure that it stays on the right course. Without times like
these, we may not know how to serve the Lord.”

For me there is nothing more enjoyable than being in a tug boat Michael during good
weather. [ will never forget the warm wind blowing through my beard and the fresh ocean
smell while standing on the bow early in the morning, as the sun rose over the eastern hori-
zon. There was also nothing more terrifying for me than being “stuck” on tugboat Michael
in what seemed to be in the middle of nowhere during a terrible, long storm. There was no-
where to go to avoid its effects as the ship noisily crashed into huge waves and rolled madly
from side to side. There was no way to get off the boat. We just had to pray and ride it out.
Life is like that. During those terrible storms, all you can do is lash yourself to the helm and
hold fast to your confidence in god’s faithfulness and his everlasting love in Christ Jesus.
Perseverance is active not passive.

Submitted by Rozalind. Sourced from Open Hands Magazine.

Prayer Update

This is an update on one of Sheena’s friend’s whose Dad has been very
ill and Sheena and others have been praying for him that Tine would
stop blaming God for her Dad’s illness and give her life to the Lord...

Tine and her fiance have postponed their wedding until early next

year ... as the doctors say there is no way he will be fit enough to fly in
September. They originally said that he would have to have part of his bowel and his blad-
der removed. But we prayed for him on the Sunday, and on the Tuesday he went for his op,
and the surgeon removed all the cancer from the bowel and he doesn’t need to have any
chemo treatment. They didn’t remove any of the bladder. He must now wait 2-3 weeks be-
fore they can operate on his liver.

Also, they did tests on his Liver, Blood Tests - as apparently bowel cancer normally spreads
to your Liver.... but the Blood Tests showed up nothing ... but then they did a CT scan and
it showed that he DID have a growth on his Liver... but they can not understand why it did-
n’t show up on the blood test ... they can only assume (and hope!!) that they have caught it
so early that the signs are not showing in his blood tests yet .... so again - I said, ‘Praise the
Lord’ - that they have caught it early enough to remove it without much problem.... Iam
really hoping and praying that he will recover 100% and Tine will realise that it’s through
our prayers for him .... I find it so hard though, as I'm sure everyone does, to try and ex-
plain to people that we are praying for him ... and our Lord God answers prayers.... what if
we hadn't prayed for him ... what would his results have been then.... I pray that Tine and
her family realise that God heals and she would allow Jesus into her life.

Submitted by Sheena 7



